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Hemlandsnytt
News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics, 
taken from Swedish news media. 

Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

Nice digs: Scandal-plagued golfer Tiger Woods’ 
wife, Elin Nordegren, has bought a vast beachfront 
estate on an island near Stockholm. According to 
the Swedish Aftonbladet daily, the 24,000-square-
meter property, which includes a swimming pool 
and can be reached only by boat, was sold for 16 
million kronor ($2.2 million). It was not stated 
whether billionaire golfer Woods was involved in 
the transaction.
Automobile: Chinese automaker BAIC is buying 
old technology from Saab, as announced on Dec. 
14. According to Eric Geers, communication 
director at Saab, “It feels great for us at Saab 
Automobile, we were very much behind this. We 
have pushed the rock hard and we have succeeded 
in a short time and are proud of it.” These technol-
ogy sales to BAIC give Saab fresh capital.
Up: The Swedish economy is taking off, with a 
predicted GDP growth of 1.8 percent in 2010, 
according to an economic forecast. Presently labor 
markets are lagging behind, but the unemployment 
rate will fall sharply in 2011 with an increase of the 
GDP to 2.8 percent.
Smokeless: Cigarette maker Reynolds American 
Inc. (maker of Camels) has reached a deal to acquire 
a Swedish company whose nicotine gum, pouches 
and spray help people stop smoking, according to 

the second-largest U.S. tobacco company. The 
acquisition will let Reynolds offer a product that 
can “reduce the risk of diseases caused by tobacco 
use.”
Sun-no: The Swedish capital Stockholm registered 
only 17.5 hours of sunshine for the entire month of 
November, making it the gloomiest November since 
2000. The sun shone for on an average of only 35 
minutes a day during the month. Because clouds 
trap heat and prevent clear skies and crisp tempera-
tures, November 2009 was also the warmest 
November in 25 years. Global warming?
More automobile: The international consortium 
Crown, with the former Volvo chief Roger Holtback, 
has handed out a revised bid for Volvo cars, accord-
ing to a report from The Wall Street Journal. Behind 
the Crown are former Ford chief Michael Dingman 
and Shamel Rushwin, who has served as head of rival 
Chrysler. Crown’s sugared bid has completed the 
financing, according to the Journal. Confusing? 
Thanks: I have written Hemlandsnytt since 1999 
and during the years I have been blessed with 
several positive comments by readers of my 
column. I have tried to mix serious articles with 
some humor, but over the years I have noticed that 
more and more violent and sad news from Sweden, 
which makes it more difficult to compile them. 
However I would like to thank you for showing 
interest in the column, and I wish you all a Happy 
New Year! 

Opinions expressed are not those of the 
Swedish Cultural Center.

Members & 
Friends Dinner

WEDNESDAY, 
Jan. 6, 2010 

Three Crowns  
Dining Room 

Social 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Cost $18
RSVP by noon Jan. 5. Late 
RSVPs and walk-ins: $22.

First course
Rödbets och apelsinsalad

Beet and orange salad

Second course
Senapsstekt lax med 

ansjovissmör
Mustard roasted salmon 

with anchovy butter

Kokt potatis med smör och 
persilja

Boiled potatoes with butter 
and parsley

Stekta grönsaker
Roasted vegetables

Dessert
Brylé

Crème brulée

Two Swedes Compare Notes

At the December Lucia event, Kate Westlin and 
Joakim Bosved discussed living in America. Kate 

is an intern at the office of Seattle’s Honorary 
Swedish Consul, Lars Jonsson, and is here to help 
organize Sweden Week 2010 in early May. (See p. 6 
for more information.) Joakim is 17 and a junior at 
Ballard High School. Incidentally, Kate is looking for 
housing from March through May. She is on a 
stipend and enjoys living simply. She’d love to share 
living space but have her own room. She can afford 
up to $500 a month for the right location that’s 
close to downtown or a quick bus ride there. Joakim 
looks forward to sharing outdoor adventures such as 
snowboarding or hiking with local people. To 
contact Kate or Joakim, call or e-mail the Center and 
we’ll put you in touch with them.
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Every Friday. 
Swedish Kafé & Happy Hour!

Smörgås sandwiches by Svedala Bakery, Swedish 
meatballs, and homemade pastries. Kafé starting at 
12 noon. Evening food by Swedish chef Ann-Mar-
gret varies weekly, starts at 6 p.m. Check our menu: 
www.swedishculturalcenter.org.

Every Friday. Library & Genealogy.
Our Friday librarian and genealogist will guide your 
genealogy research or help you find a book. 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. (See p. 6.)

Every Friday. Matinee.
Scandinavian films with English subtitles. $5 
donation. 2 p.m. Arrive early for a sandwich or stay 
later for fika.

Jan. 8: •	 Joulutarina (Christmas Story). Finnish.
Jan. 15: •	 Queen Christina with Greta Garbo.
Jan. 22: •	 Let the Right One In (Låt den rätte 
komma in). R-rated Swedish vampire film.
Jan. 29: •	 Putoavia enkeleita (Falling Angels). 
Finnish. Complex family drama.

Every Friday Evening. “The Vikings.”
Enjoy a “Great Courses” 30-minute lecture on the 
Vikings. DVD recorded class by Kenneth Harl of 
Tulane University. Runs all winter, a new lecture each 
Friday. Upcoming weekly topic: Viking raids. 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Discussion afterward led by Kelly Hughes.

Sunday, Jan. 3. Swedish Pancakes.
Music and dancing make it the best food and 
entertainment in town. Music by First Class (a fiddle 
group), Folk Voice Band, and Mäd Fiddlu. All you 
can eat authentic Swedish pancakes, ham, lingonber-
ries, and all the fixings. $8 guests, $6 SCC members, 
children 5–12 $4. 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

Sunday, Jan. 3. Genealogy Session.
Come at 1 p.m. to learn your own genealogy, or to 
help others get started! Led by real genealogists. 
Free to members.

Week of Jan. 4. Swedish Language Classes.
The language classes begin again! We offer Beginners 
1 & 2, Intermediate, Advanced and Conversational 
Swedish. Conversational Swedish is Friday at 12 
noon, and other classes are Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday evenings. Call 206-937-0441 for more 
information and to register. $70 for SCC members, 
$95 non-members. (See p. 5.)

Tuesday, Jan. 5. The Auxiliary.
Do you like to sew, embroider, or do crafts—or 
enjoy the company of those who do? Join us! 10 a.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 6. Book Club. Not!
Just this month, we’re not having a book club 
meeting.

Wednesday, Jan. 6. Members & Friends 
Dinner on First Wednesday!
Translator Laura Wideburg will speak on “Oh Damn, 
the Trials of Translating Swearing in Swedish Fiction.” 
Three-course meal for $18. RSVP by Tuesday, Jan. 5 
to amanda@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-
1090. Late RSVPs and walk-ins $22. Social hour 5:30, 
dinner 6:30, program 7:30.

Friday, Jan. 8. Happy Hour: Jam with Ingrid.
Seattle native Ingrid Hamberg and David Rönnlund 
from Sweden study together in Norway. Tonight, 
they’ll put on a short concert and invite others to 
jam with them. Bring your instruments!

Friday, Jan. 15. Great Pea Soup Challenge.
Gunnar Wallin vs. Gunnar Damstrom? Yellow pea 
soup vs. the green stuff? $10 buys two bowls of pea 
soup and the chance to vote on the winner. Can the 
champion of the meatball contest also triumph in 
the pea soup challenge? Drum roll, please—the 
winner will receive a medal. Don’t miss it. 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 20. Kafferep.
Join our old-fashioned coffee party to enjoy home- 
made treats from our Swedish bakers! Free. 2 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 20. Swedish Film.
Låt den rätte komma in (Let the Right One In). 
Swedish vampire film with English subtitles. R-rated. 
$5 donation. 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 22. Scandinavian Folkdance.
We start with a free dance lesson at 7:30 p.m., then 
dance from 8 to 11 p.m. to the music of Skandia 
Kapell. Polkas, waltzes, hambos, and more. Neither 
experience nor a partner is required. $10 guests, $8 
SCC members. Instructor: Pat McMonagle. Info: 
pat@folkdancing.com. At the Center.

Wednesday, Jan. 27. Finnish Film.
Putoavia enkeleita (Falling Angels). English subtitles. 
Complex family drama about Helena Viita, the 
daughter to two famous Finnish authors. $5 
donation. 7:30 p.m.

Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center

Volunteers? 
Our AYP typing 

project is complete, but 
we need individuals with 
research capabilities to find 
more information about 
signers of the 1909 log. 

We always need help 
with pancake break-
fasts. To help on any of 
these projects, e-mail info@ 
swedishculturalcenter.org or 
call 206-283-1090. 

Friday genealogy 
librarian. Alan McCool is 
available Fridays, 1:30–3:30 
p.m., to help you find a book 
or look up your family on 
our online genealogy 
resources. Make an appoint-
ment at 206-283-1090, or 
just drop by. 

Rentals available at 
Swedish Cultural Center. 
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle. 
Call 206-283-1078 or visit 
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If 
you’ve been a member for 
at least a year, you get a 
discount.


