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News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics, 
taken from Swedish news media. 

Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

Down: SAS said that its passenger traffic fell 13.6 
percent in July from the same month a year ago and 
that the market remained unpredictable, sending its 
shares down. That was the 11th consecutive month 
that SAS reported a drop in traffic.
Swinglish: For some years now, Stockholm’s 
slogan in international connections has been “the 
Capital of Scandinavia” (yes, in English). The tourist 
board is “Stockholm Visitors Board” and the local 
government responsible for the commerce policy is 
“Stockholm Business Region.” But a new language 
law went into effect on July 1 this year, stating that 
Sweden’s main language is Swedish. Now the 
organization Språkförsvaret (Language Defence) has 
accused the city of violating the law, and demands 
that the English names be changed to Swedish.
Hockey: Back in 1991, Peter Forsberg was one of 
11 Swedes selected in the NHL draft. This year, the 
draft was nothing short of a Swedish invasion. Seven 
Swedes were drafted in the first round alone, for a 
total of 25. Only Canada and the United States had 
more players taken.
Encounter: Driving home one night, a pair from 
Sjöbo suddenly saw their second car coming in the 
opposite direction. They called the police, who, 

after a car chase, rounded up four youths who were 
hiding in the woods—including the couple’s 
15-year-old son, the car’s driver. The son is now 
accused of car theft and reckless driving.
Scare: A mad cow has struck terror in Övertorneå. 
The police were alerted that the raging cow escaped 
from the pasture and had butted the owner’s car. 
The owner tried in vain to catch her, but the cow 
was attacking everything in her way and the owner 
had to flee. Local radio alerted the public to keep a 
safe distance from the cow before a veterinarian 
could cool her off. After he came with a tranquilizer 
gun, the cow was moved back to her digs.
Jeans anyone: Scandinavian design has always 
been synonymous with modern, sleek sophistica-
tion, and now Sweden’s understated denim brands 
are a global hit. Take Acne, for example—worthy of 
Lanvin collaboration, no less—and Cheap Monday, 
whose affordable stretch skinnies are worn by 
practically all Londoners. Following the success of 
Stockholm fashion week, Whyred’s tailored denim 
now sells in 15 countries, while Hope, a quiet label 
allergic to color, is in 18. The recession has only 
strengthened their popularity. “In times of crisis, you 
have to look for quality,” says Whyred’s founder, 
Roland Hjort. “I always think about wearability. 
That’s very Swedish.”

Opinions expressed are not those of the 
Swedish Cultural Center.

Members & 
Friends Dinner

WEDNESDAY, 
Sept. 9, 2009 

Social 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Cost $18
RSVP by noon Sept. 8. Late 

RSVPs and walk-ins: $22.

First course
Limpa 

Limpa bread

Färsk inlagd rödbetssallad 
Fresh pickled beet salad 

Second course
Lax tillagad på cederträ och 
glaserad med citron och dill 
Cedar plank salmon, glazed 

with lemon and dill

Potatisgryta 
Yukon potato casserole

Såterade gröna bönor  
Sauteed green beans 

Dessert
Äppeltårta 
Apple tarts

Hemlandsnytt 

SCC’s new (old) loom was installed in the lobby on a 
Wednesday afternoon, just after our Kafferep and some cups 

of good strong coffee. Although we were expecting an expert 
from the Seattle Weaver’s Guild, Don Johnson, to guide us, a 
few strong Swedes and Norwegians with either loom experi-
ence or an engineer’s mind couldn’t wait and got started early. 
Within a short time, the loom was together, and when Don 
arrived, he helped finish up. He quickly determined what parts 
he should make for us back at his house, and within a day, he’d 
returned to put them into place. Thank you, Don! What we 
know so far: it’s a four-foot loom with two heddles and two 
paddles; due to its age (it was shipped from Sweden in the late 
1800s, and who knows its age then!) we won’t be able to 
weave tightly or make anything too fancy. We are planning 
another meeting to figure out what needs to be replaced on the 
loom, and after that, we’ll decide what to weave. If you want 
to learn more about our progress, let us know and we’ll send 
updates when we have news about the loom project.

Birgit Amundson and Gerry Folkestad fit together some of 
the pieces of the SCC’s antique Swedish loom. Received from 
a donor, the loom dates to the 19th century. Now that it’s 
assembled, we intend to set up a weaving project.
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Every Friday. Swedish Kafé & Fika!
Your choice of smörgås sandwiches, Swedish 
meatballs, and homemade Swedish pastries. Catered 
by Svedala Bakery. Swedish Fika around 3:30 
p.m. From 12 noon on.

Every Friday. Nordic Happy Hour.
Evening food by Swedish chef Ann-Margret varies 
weekly. Food starts at 6 p.m. Check out the evening’s 
menu at swedishculturalcenter.org. Drinks at great 
prices. Always a fantastic view. 5–10:30 p.m.

Every Friday. Matinees. 
We’ll have Friday Swedish film matinees in Septem-
ber! Always English subtitles. $5 donation. 2 p.m. 
Come early for a sandwich or stay later and eat.

Wednesday, Sept. 9. 
Members & Friends Dinner. 

Harpist Beth Kollé will play for us. Details on p. 7.

Friday, Sept. 11. Artist Reception. 
Photo exhibit:  “Stockholm Cityscapes” by Jennifer 
Murcia. Details on p. 5.

Friday, Sept. 11. Crayfish Party! 
The Swedish American Chamber of Commerce 
(SACC) joins us in hosting this Swedish institution 
every year. See p. 6 for details.

Sunday, Sept. 13. Pancakes Resume. 
World-famous pancake breakfasts resume Sunday, 
Sept. 13. 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Discount for members.

Sunday, Sept. 13. Genealogy 101.
Come for help from experienced genealogists. 1 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 15. Singers Resume. 
Men’s and women’s choruses resume practice at 7 
p.m. (see p. 4). Both groups welcome newcomers. 
Swedes are singing people, but you don’t have to be 
Swedish or speak Swedish to sing Swedish! Info: 
charjim@hotmail.com or geridamm@gmail.com.

Wednesday, Sept. 16. Kafferep. 
Old-fashioned coffee party! 2 p.m. Bring baked 
goods or enjoy something from our Swedish bakers.

Wednesday & Friday, Sept. 16 & 18.
Swedish Film Night. 

Come see Snapphanar, a historical drama about 
guerrilla warfare in 17th-century Skåne. $5 dona-
tion. Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. and Friday at 2 p.m. 
Info: rnelson900@aol.com or 206-937-0441. 

Wednesday, Sept. 23. Finnish Film. 
Tummien perhosten koti (Home of Dark Butterflies) 
deals with how long troubled youth must pay for 
their mistakes and those of others. $5 donation; 7:30 
p.m. At the SCC. Also shows Friday, Sept. 25, at 2 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 26. Scandinavian & Baltic 
Heritage Celebration. 
Come to the UW campus for the planting of eight 
oak trees in honor of the Scandinavian and Baltic 
countries. Live music, presentations, etc. 11 a.m.–2 
p.m. Between Parrington and Gates halls. Free.

Monday, Sept. 28. Language Classes Resume. 
Check www.swedishculturalcenter.org/Events/
classes.htm or call 206-283-1090. All levels. 

Wednesday, Sept. 30. Swedes at the AYP! 
Queen Anne Historical Society presents a dinner 
and program at the SCC. Speakers will address AYP 
topics: Michael Herschensohn, Seattle’s manager for 
the AYP Centennial; Darcey Quinn, captain of 
our Swedish Building log typists; Dan Kerlee, AYP 
artifact collector; and Duo Scandinavica with AYP 
songs. Everyone is welcome. Social hour 5 p.m., 
dinner 6 p.m., program at 7 p.m. Authentic Swedish 
menu. Info: 206-378-1618. Send $35 to QAHS, P.O. 
Box 19432, Seattle, WA 98109. More info:  
www.qahistory.org/sep30meeting.htm.

Tuesday, Oct. 6. Auxiliary (Vännerna). 
The Club’s worker bees meet for their first Tuesday 
meeting, 10 a.m. If you’re a craft person or enjoy 
the company of crafters, you’re welcome!

Oct. 24. Sounders Tickets Available. 
Contact the SCC office at 206-283-1090 or e-mail 
nicole@swedishculturalcenter.org. $35 each.

Saturday, Oct. 31, Sunday, Nov. 1. 
Swedish Cultural Center’s Holiday Bazaar. 

Mark your calendar now! Food available both days.

Coming Events 
Wednesday, Dec. 9. Lutfisk at Members & 
Friends Dinner.
Friday, Dec. 11. Lucia Bal.
Sunday, Dec. 13. Lucia celebration with UW 
Scandinavian Studies Department.
Thursday, Dec. 31. New Year’s Eve Party at SCC.
Saturday, April 24. SCC Auction, Sweden Goes 
to Hollywood.

Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center

Volunteers? 
Our AYP typing 

project is complete, but 
we need individuals with 
research capabilities to find 
more information about 
some of the signers of the 
1909 log. 

We would love to have 
a librarian for several 
hours every Friday after-
noon to help guide library 
users. Several individuals 
could each take a different 
Friday of the month.

We need volunteers to 
set up and start the DVD 
player to show films 
every Friday, Again, you 
could form a group and 
take turns.

We always need help 
with pancake break-
fasts. To help on any of 
these projects, e-mail info@ 
swedishculturalcenter.org or 
call 206-283-1090. 

Rentals available at 
Swedish Cultural Center. 
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle. 
Call 206-283-1078 or visit 
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If 
you’ve been a member for 
at least a year, you get a 
discount. 


