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Visitors’ Log Comes Full Circle
The 14,000 names in the Visitors’ 
Log from the Swedish Building 
at the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific 
Exposition were entered into 
a database by a large group 
of volunteers at the Swedish 
Cultural Center. Elof Swanson 
signed in to the Visitors’ Log in 
1909—and 100 years later, his 
great-grandson, Mark Wahlquist 
(second from left), discovered the 
log on some dusty shelves in the 
carpenter shop at the Center. At 
the Members & Friends Dinner on 
Oct. 14, Darcey Quinn, the captain 
of the typing volunteers (on the 
right), gave an entertaining talk 
about the log and presented 
Mark, his brother John (first on 
the left), and their father, Don 
Wahlquist, with an enlargement 
of Don’s grandfather’s signature. 

Back by Popular Demand! 
At our Members & Friends Dinner 
on Nov. 11, Barbara Sjoholm, 
author of The Palace of the 
Snow Queen: Winter Travels in 
Lapland, will show slides and 
talk about visiting Northern 
Sweden, including regions 
connected with the Swedish 
Sámi. Her travels have taken her 
to the famous winter market in 
Jokkmokk, a reindeer corral in 
Gällivare, and the “Lapp Church 
Town” in Arvidsjaur. Barbara 
presentation at the Center a year 
ago on Sweden’s Ice Hotel was so 
popular, we invited her to return 
with more beautiful slides of 
Sweden.
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Hemlandsnytt
News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics, 
taken from Swedish news media. 

Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

Chase: A trial has begun in Kenya for seven 
suspected Somali pirates seized on May 27 by the 
crew of the corvette HMS Malmö after the Greek 
trading ship Antonis had sent a distress call that she 
had been attacked with automatic fire. The Swedish 
ship fired warning shots and used a sniper to stop 
the pirates. The chase lasted for 20 minutes before 
the Swedes boarded the pirates’ boat.
Record: The shared Nobel economics prize for 
Elinor Ostrom of the United States further under-
scored that 2009 was a record year for female 
prizewinners. Ostrom was the fifth woman to win 
one of the coveted Nobel awards in the same year. 
The others are Elisabeth H. Blakburn and Carol W. 
Greider, both American (co-winners of medicine), 
Romanian-born Herta Mueller of Germany 
(literature), and Ada E. Yonath of Israel (chemistry).
Language?: Skånskan, the Scanian dialect of 
Swedish, is endangered. But is it only a dialect, or 
something more? UNESCO’s Web site recently added 
Scanian to its list of “unsafe” languages. The Scania 
Future Foundation applauded the move, claiming that 
the dialect is a language in need of preservation. But 
the academic world is outraged! Carl-Einar Lund-
bladh, head of the Dialect and Place-Names Archive, 
asserts that there are no linguistic or practical reasons 
why Scanian should count as a language.

Bed check: Most people who fall asleep on a 
plane wake up in a new destination. But not if they 
spend a night at the new Jumbo Hostel, at the 
Arlanda Airport in Stockholm. A 747 parked at the 
airport has been transformed into 25 rooms, 
including a cockpit suite. Where to store your 
luggage while dozing in bed? An overhead bin, of 
course. Breakfast comes in an in-flight-type 
compartmentalized plate. Each room has a flat-
screen television that airs, along with TV programs, 
the times of departing flights.
Going, gone: As Ingmar Bergman insisted in his 
will, his assets were auctioned off, as he wanted to 
prevent them from being caught up in “some kind of 
emotional hullabaloo.” The auction lasted for more 
than nine hours, garnering a total of 17.9 million 
kronor ($2.6 million). All 337 objects, including 
Bergman’s wastebasket, writing desk, and Golden 
Globe awards, were sold. Bergman died July 30 at age 
89 in his home on the Baltic Sea islet of Farö. His 
films won numerous international awards, including 
Best Foreign Film Oscars for The Virgin Spring, 
Through a Glass Darkly, and Fanny and Alexander.
Crowding: Rivers in northern Sweden are teeming 
with salmon. Many years of restoration work have 
paid off, and now salmon counts are at their highest 
in a century. If nothing unexpected happens, anglers 
will have a chance for record catches in a few years. 
Release of juvenile salmon, reduced incidence of M74 
syndrome, and limitations of sea fisheries are among 
the reasons behind the increase. Let’s go fishin’!
Opinions expressed are not those of the Swedish 
Cultural Center.

Executive Director’s Notes

Fall is officially here with the end of daylight saving time and 
the start of the holiday season. I was saddened to hear that we 

lost our oldest living member last month, Gunnar Edling, who was 
101 and a half. Gunnar always greeted me with a big smile, a 
strong handshake, and an offer of refreshments. Farewell, Gunnar! 
You will be missed by many. We’d love to know who the oldest 
member is now. If you’re over 96, please give me a call. 

Best wishes for a speedy recovery to past presidents Gunnar 
Wallin and Charlie Anderson, and member Jim Lea, who are 
recovering from surgeries. They’re doing well and in good spirits. 

October’s pancake breakfast attendance was near 800, and 
we exceeded that number in November with our Bazaar on the 
same weekend. I am happy to report that it’s getting harder and 
harder to arrange the weekly schedule of events at the Center, 
with so many more activities being offered to our members. On 
Fridays we now have a noon Swedish Conversation Class, then a 

2 p.m. matinee of a Scandinavian film, and a 5:30 p.m. DVD 
lecture on the Vikings. And don’t forget Friday lunch, when we 
serve sandwiches from Svedala Bakery and meatballs made by our 
own Ann-Margret. At dinnertime, you can enjoy her delicious 
dinner appetizers, entrees, and desserts, all made with Swedish 
love. From noon until closing, you can also enjoy your favorite 
adult beverage at a reduced price. 

These are just some of the things your Center has offered 
over this past year. It’s no simple task to provide all this, so we’re 
asking you to consider this when you write that check and put it 
in the envelope you’ll find in this issue of your newsletter. This is 
your Center—a place where you can be proud to be a member, 
so please think generously. My direct line is 206-794-5244. That’s 
it for now. I hope to see you in the Center soon!
R.W. Clay • Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center 
rw@swedishculturalcenter.org

Members & 
Friends Dinner

WEDNESDAY, 
Nov. 11, 2009 

Social 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Cost $18
RSVP by noon July 7. Late 
RSVPs and walk-ins: $22.

First course
Kanel rostad squash soppa
Cinnamon roasted butter-

nut squash soup
 

Second course
Ört rostad “game hen” med 

senaps gräd sås
Herb roasted game hen, 

with mustard cream gravy 
 

Potatis låda
Potato casserole 

 
Gröna bönor med mandel
Green beans with almonds 

 
Dessert
Pumpa paj

Pumpkin pie
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Every Friday.
Swedish Kafé & Happy Hour!

Smörgås sandwiches, Swedish meatballs, and 
homemade pastries. Sandwiches by Svedala Bakery. 
Kafé from 12 noon on. Evening food by Swedish 
chef Ann-Margret varies weekly. Food starts at 6 
p.m. Always a fantastic view. 5–10:30 p.m. Want to 
make sure you get dinner? Check out our menu 
online at www.swedishculturalcenter.org. Then 
e-mail amanda@swedishculturalcenter.org and we’ll 
hold your selection until 8 p.m. (After then, all bets 
are off and any remaining food will go to other 
hungry diners.)

Every Friday. Matinees.
Scandinavian films with English subtitles. $5 
donation. 2 p.m. Come early for a sandwich or stay 
later for fika.
Nov. 6: Raja 1918 (The Border 1918). Finnish.
Nov. 13: Elling. Norwegian comedy.
Nov. 20: Cold Prey. Norwegian thriller.
Nov 27: Valkoinen peura (The White Reindeer). 

Finnish classic.

Every Friday Evening. “The Vikings.” 
Come enjoy a “Great Courses” 30-minute lecture 
on the Vikings. DVD recorded class taught by 
Kenneth Harl of Tulane University. Runs all winter, a 
new lecture each week. 5:30 p.m. Free.

Wednesday, Nov. 11. Book Club. 
We’re reading Gösta Berlings Saga by Selma Lagerlöf 
(translated by SCC Board member Paul Norlen!). 
5:30 p.m. Free.

Wednesday, Nov. 11. 
Members & Friends Dinner. 

Program by Barbara Sjoholm, author of The Palace 
of the Snow Queen: Winter Travels in Northern 
Sweden. Her talk will include slides of the Swedish 
Sámi. Social 5:30 p.m.; dinner 6:30. RSVP 206-283-
1090. $18. If you want to order fresh Svedala Bakery 
bread to pick up at the Members & Friends dinner, 
please tell us when you reserve your dinner. Limpa 
bread $6, mandelfläta $12.

Wednesday, Nov. 18. Kafferep.
Join us at our old-fashioned coffee party to enjoy 
something homemade from our Swedish bakers! 2 p.m. 

Wednesday, Nov. 18. Norwegian Film.
Our monthly Swedish film is, well, Norwegian this 

month! Cold Prey was filmed at a mountain hotel, 
scarier than the Bates Motel. $5 donation. 7:30 p.m. 
At the SCC. Will also be shown on Friday, Nov. 20, 
at 2 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 25. Finnish Film. 
Valkoinen peura (The White Reindeer) from 1952 is 
based on a Sámi legend about a woman who was 
turned into a reindeer. This classic film won 
numerous awards. $5 donation. 7:30 p.m. At the 
SCC. Will also be shown on Friday, Nov. 27, at 2 
p.m.

Fridays, Dec. 4 & 18. Julbord. 
Our Happy Hour will include a real julbord with all 
the authentic food! E-mail amanda@swedishcultur-
alcenter.org for a reservation or take your chances 
and just come! 6 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 6. 
Swedish Pancakes. 

Swedish Cultural Center‘s pancake breakfasts are 
the best. Scandinavian music and dancing. Members 
$6, general public $8. Children $4. 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 6. 
Genealogy Session. 

Come at 1 p.m. to learn your own genealogy, or to 
help others get started! Led by real genealogists. 
Free to members.

Tuesday, Dec. 8. 
The Auxiliary Meets. 

Do you like to sew or enjoy the company of those 
who do? Join us for our monthly 10 a.m. sewing 
and crafts session. Lunch afterward.

Wednesday, Dec. 9. 
Members & Friends Dinner. 

Lutfisk on the menu and a program of piano music 
played by Lisa Bergman (Artistic Director of Nordic 
Heritage Museum’s Mostly Nordic Series). Social 
5:30 p.m.; dinner 6:30. RSVP: 206-283-1090. Cost 
of dinner $30.

Friday, Dec. 11. Lucia Bal.
Smörgåsbord and dancing.

Sunday, Dec. 13. Lucia Celebration. 
With UW Scandinavian Studies Department.

Saturday, April 24. SCC Auction. 
Our theme is “Sweden Goes to Hollywood.”

Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center

Volunteers? 
Our AYP typing 

project is complete, but 
we need individuals with 
research capabilities to find 
more information about 
some of the signers of the 
1909 log. 

We would love to have 
more library volunteers 
to help catalogue books. 

We always need help 
with pancake break-
fasts. To help on any of 
these projects, e-mail info@ 
swedishculturalcenter.org or 
call 206-283-1090. 

Rentals available at 
Swedish Cultural Center. 
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle. 
Call 206-283-1078 or visit 
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If 
you’ve been a member for 
at least a year, you get a 
discount. 


