

















Hemlandsnytt

News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics,
taken from Swedish news media.
CoMPILED BY GUNNAR WALLIN

Prison time: A Swedish woman convicted of a
1981 double murder has been transferred from a
California women'’s prison to serve out two life
sentences in Stockholm. Department of Corrections
spokeswoman Terry Thornton in Sacramento said
Annika Ostberg Deasy, 55. was transferred from the
California Institution for Women in Chino on March
25 under an agreement with the Swedish government.

Trouble: Saab Automobile, the troubled
Swedish unit of General Motors Corp., is in contact
with around 20 potential buyers, with a sale planned
to be completed in June according to the carmaker's
lawyer. Saab went into bankruptcy on February 20 in
an effort by GM to spin off or sell the unit.

Wrong name: It is not OK for a girl to be
named “David" according to the Swedish IRS. The
case is about a mother who wants to christen her
little daughter David. The IRS, however, considers it
unfit for a girl to be given that name. The mother
now has to come up with another name for her
6-month-old daughter.

Reduction: It will become trickier to find
mailboxes for letters for next-day delivery. To save
money and help the environment, the Swedish
postal service will decrease the number of boxes
They will also be emptied carlier, and mail freight
will be handled by train rather than by air.

Power: Sweden could become home to the
world’s biggest land-based wind farm, following a
decision by a local government authority to
approve the building of the €5 billion ($6.8 billion)
farm at Markbygden.

Easter fun: Parishioners at a church in

Vasteras celebrated Easter Sunday by unveiling a

0-foot-tall statue of Jesus that they built out of
30,000 Lego blocks. It took 40 volunteers
about 18 months to put all the tiny plastic
blocks together, and the creation shows a
standing Jesus facing forward with arms
outstretched. The Protestant church was filled
to capacity with about 400 worshippers when
the statue went on display behind the altar.
Some of the children in the congregation
couldn’t help but touch the artwork.

Good deed: IKEA president Ingvar
Kamprad is donating 1.6 billion kronor ($194
million) to India’s women and children. The
purpose is “to attack the grounds for child
labor” The support will be provided gradually
until 2015, which is the deadline for UNICEF's
goal to halve worldwide poverty.

Opinions expressed are not those of the
Swedish Cultural Center:

Executive Director’s Notes

he Board’s bulb-planting efforts one Sunday last winter have

paid off. The garden area in front of the building is blooming
It looks especially great with the fountain spraying cascades of
water in the middle of it. Keep in mind that it's a great spot for
photos when you have your special occasion here at the Center.
We are holding our own in special event rentals, running consis-
tent with last year at this time. The pancake breakfast sales are
almost $700 ahead of this time last year. The attendance at the
April breakfast was 1,050, and that was a lot of pancakes. Once
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Dinner &

Annual Meeting

WEDNESDAY,
May 13, 2009

Social 5:30 p.m.
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Cost 315
RSVP by noon, May 1.
Late RSVPs and
walk-ins: $20.

First course
Gron varsallad med
balsamisk vinagrettsas
Spring green salad with
balsamic vinaigrette

Second course
Ugnstekt lax i dill och
citron med kaprisas
Dill and lemon roasted
salmon with

Caper cream sauce

Sauterad zucchini och
gul sqash
Sautéed zucchini and
yellow squash

Poatisgratang
Potato au gratin

Dessert
Kryddad dppelkaka med
kanel och vispad gradde
Apple spiced cake with

cinnamon whipped cream

again, thank you to all you volunteers. We are constantly making
little improvements to the facility, and as the weather changes, we
can do a few more. If you want to help, give us a call. We are still
in serious need of reception/phone answering people. Think about
it. Perhaps you can spare one day per month?

Well, that's it for this month; hope to see you soon in the Center.

Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center



Volunteers?

We always need help with
our monthly pancake
breakfast. E-mail rw@
swedishculturalcenter.org.
You can also help type our
AYP log. Be part of history
by coming in and typing on
weekdays, or asking for the
material to type at home.
You need Microsoft Office
Excel. E-mail kristine@
swedishculturalcenter:org or
call 206-283-1090.

Rentals available at
Swedish Cultural Center.

1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle.

Call 206-283-1078 or visit

www.swedishculturalcenter.

org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you've been a member for
at least a year, you get a
discount.

Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center

Every Friday. Swedish Kafé!
Our menu is soup, your choice of smorgas sand-
wiches, and homemade Swedish pastries. You're

invited every Friday from 12 noon on.

Every Friday. Nordic Happy Hour.

Tasty Nordic food by Swedish chef Ann-Margret
varies weekly. Check www.swedishculturalcenterorg
for the weekly menu. Drinks at great prices. Always
the best view in town. 5—10:30 p.m.

Friday, May 1.
Spring Duets: Gluntarne.

Operetta about student life in May performed by
Sven Axter and Gunnar Damstrom and
accompanied by the talented Maria Mannists. Open-
ing songs by Svea Male Chorus. $10 donation. 7 p.m.

Sunday, May 3. Swedish Pancakes.

Swedish Cultural Center's pancake breakfasts are
the best. Music and dancing by Richard Svensson &
Bjarne Jacobsen, Skandia Kapelle, and Katrilli. 8 a.m.—
130 p.m. Members $0; guests $8, children 5-12, $4.
1920 Dexter Ave. N.

Sunday, May 3.
Swedish Genealogy 101.

Join our group and share your questions or your
experience with genealogy. Led by two experienced
genealogists. Free. 1 p.m.

Tuesday, May 5.

Auxiliary Meeting.

We used to be called Viannerna but now we're
simply the Auxiliary. Same nice people with a new
name. You're invited come chat a while, sew a while.

10 a.m.—2 p.m.

Tuesday, May 5.
Wallenberg Lecture Series Begins.

Every Tuesday evening through June 9, UW speakers
will examine issues around immigrants into
Scandinavia. For schedule & topics, see
www.nordicmuseum.org. 7 p.m. Nordic Heritage
Museum, 3014 NW 07th, Seattle.

Thursday, May 7.
Swedes in the Northwest.

Nordic Heritage Museum welcomes Lars
Nordstrom, author of Swedish Oregon, and Paul
Norlen, author of Swedish Seattle, at 7 p.m. for a
discussion and celebration of Swedish life in the

Pacific Northwest! Both authors will sign books.
3014 NW 67th, Seattle.

Wednesday, May 13.
Book Club.

We'll discuss The Shadow in the Water by Inger
Frimansson at 5:30. Everyone is welcome.
Annual Meeting & Dinner.

At the Annual Meeting, enjoy a three-course meal
for $15. Music by the Folk Voice Band. RSVP by
Tuesday, May 12. Late RSVPs and walk-ins $20.
RSVP: krisr@swedishculturalcenterorg or 206-283-
10go. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30, meeting 7:30.

Friday, May 15 & Wednesday, May 2o0.
Swedish Film.

Sma mirakel och stora (All It Takes Is a Miracle): 2 p.m.
Friday, 7:30 p.m. Wednesday. See p. 3 for details.

Sunday, May 17.
Let’'s Be Swegian on the 17th of May.

Join our Swedish entry in the Norwegian parade.
E-mail kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org or call
Kristine at 206-283-1090. 4 p.m.

Wednesday, May 20.
Kafferep.

Our monthly coffee party is always special, thanks to
our best Swedish bakers! All are invited. Free. 2 p.m.

Friday, May 29.

Zwiefacher Dance.

Waltz, polka and alpine dances too. Info: pat@
folkdancing.com. $7 for SCC members, $9 for the
public. Lesson at 7:30, live music by Chris Barnes &
Kris Johansson starts at 8 p.m. At the Center.

Friday, June 5.
Nordic Night at the Seattle Mariners.

Mariners vs. Twins. Tickets are discounted from $20
to $11 for the Scandinavian community if you log
on to www.mariners.com/Nordic. 7:10 p.m.

Saturday, June 6.
Swedish National Day.

Celebrate like the Swedes! We start with a Swedish
car show of Saabs and Volvos in our parking lot from
t to 6 p.m. Kafé and bar open at 1. At 6, we'll have a
program and dinner ($25). Buy your SwedeStakes
lottery tickets now and be the winner on June 6!
Come hear the “Swede of the Year” announcement.
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