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Duo Scandinavica
Cont. from p. 5

On July 8, the musical pair will present a variety of songs 
composed for the AYP Expo, as well as popular Scandinavian 
vaudeville numbers from the same era. A more varied program is 
planned for the Happy Hour, performed on a variety of period-
appropriate instruments. “We love working together,” Jim comments, 
“and we both love music, especially Scandinavian music.” Duo 
Scandinavica gives the musical pair an opportunity to express this 
enthusiasm and keep an important tradition alive in the Scandina-
vian-American community and at the SCC. Reservations are 
required for the Members & Friends Dinner, and the Happy Hour is 
on a drop-in basis with no cover charge.

We’ve Got Books!

Some of the most interesting gifts to the Swedish Cultural Center 
are those that come unbidden and 

unimagined. They often represent 
stories we’ve never heard or lives we 
haven’t intersected with until their 
families donate something to us. One 
such gift was the library of a Swedish 
pioneer pastor, the Rev. C. J. Scheleen, 
who came to America from Skede, 
Småland, and settled in Kansas in 1868. 
During his 46 years as a pastor, he 
served 24 parishes, mostly in Kansas. In 
many cases his task was to help 
establish churches, and traveling by 
horseback was the norm. “To walk 30 
miles a day or ride horseback for 50 
miles was not considered strenuous for 
this young missionary,” according to his 
obituary. His granddaughter Marilyn 
Edde, a friend of Norm & Benita 
Westerberg, donated his library to 
the Center in memory of her parents 
Arthur and Elsie Scheleen. A group of 
newer books was donated by Glen 
Rodin, including travel books about 
Sweden, recipe books, dictionaries, etc. 
And last but not least, another indi-
vidual donated a collection of 12 
Swedish mystery books, all in English. 
The titles are Helene Tursten’s Detective Inspector Huss; Inger Frimans-
son’s The Shadow in the Water; Kjell Eriksson’s The Princess of Burundi; 
and the following by Henning Mankell: Depths; The Dogs of Riga; 
Sidetracked; One Step Behind; Firewall; Before the Frost; The Return of 
the Dancing Master; and Chronicles of the Winds. All of these books 
are ready for you to borrow when you drop by the Center.

June 6: Swedish National Day
By Dick Libby

The Center hosted classic Volvos and Saabs in the parking lot to 
celebrate Swedish National Day on June 6. Many came to see the 

various cars, peek under the hoods, and admire the leather seats and 
well-kept interiors. The older cars (up to 1973) triggered many 
memories of living in Sweden. One woman asked to sit in the back seat 
of a Volvo 544 because when her family left Sweden for the United 
States, her last view of Stockholm was from a 544’s rear window. We 
enjoyed hearing personal stories about how these cars have enriched 
people’s lives. And the real Swedes in the group explained how to tell 
our Volvos (or spouses) “I love you”: “Jag alskar dig.”

All in all, there were 18 cars: 12 Volvos (444, 544, 1800, 122), 
four Saabs, and a new Volvo and Saab provided by local dealerships. 

The People’s Choice awards were as follows: 
First place: Warren Moy for his 1961 Volvo 544. 

Second place: Ingvar 
Carlson for his 1960 Saab 93. 
Third place: Walt Tartar for 
his 1953 Volvo 444. 
Fourth place: Dick Klomp, for 
his 1965 Volvo 1800. 
Fifth place: Dick Libby for 
his 1964 Volvo 544. 
Sixth place: Gary Ramstad 
for his 1967 Volvo 122.

After presenting the 
awards (wine, oil, silver platter, 

oil filter, car vacuum), we declared that classic Swedish cars should be 
considered the eighth wonder of the world (which would place them 
ahead of Ferraris)! The car show was followed by dancing, a festive 
dinner, and the drawing of the SwedeStakes winners. Mark Hillman 
won $1,000; Beverly Sperry won $500; and the winner of a year of 
pancake breakfasts was Barbara Wilkins.

Summer Dance Series: English Country Dance

Summer is a good time to try something new. Why not try the 
new English Country Dance series, organized by SCC member 

Karen Shaw, with a discount for SCC members? This folk 
dancing consists of weaving and gliding to beautiful music. It’s not 
hard to learn. There’ll be fabulous live music each evening, and every 
dance is both taught and then called, so it’s easy to learn and follow. 
Partners are not necessary; you can come by yourself and be 
assured of dancing through the evening. 

The series starts in July with dances on Fridays. Enjoy dinner at 
the Kafé and join us on the middle floor, 8–10:30 p.m., July 3, 17, and 
31, and August 7 and 21. We promise attention to newcomers and lots 
of fun. The first dance of each month will be geared for experienced 
dancers, but all are still welcome. Since some dancers are chemically 
sensitive, please come fragrance free. General admission $7; SCC 
members  $5. Call Jean Causey, 206-525-6065, to learn more. 

Volunteer Sonja Engelsen has 
enjoyed sorting the old Swed-
ish books. Here she’s showing 
off a copy of Onkel Tom’s 
Stuga from 1902, but she’s 
also found songbooks from 
1878, photo albums from the 
late 1800s showing glorious 
old dresses, and so on.

Swedish classics of another kind 
graced our parking lot on June 6.
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Hemlandsnytt
News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics, 
taken from Swedish news media. 

Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

Transplant: Crown Princess Victoria’s future 
husband, Daniel Westling, underwent a kidney 
transplant recently and was feeling “very well,” 
according to the royal court. The operation was 
performed at the Karolinska University Hospital in 
Stockholm, and he received the new kidney from 
his father, Olle Westling. At the time of the trans-
plant, Victoria was in Greenland with Denmark’s 
Crown Prince Frederik and Norway’s Crown Prince 
Haakon to study environmental and climate changes 
on the island. It was agreed before the transplant 
between the Crown Princess and Daniel that she 
should attend the meeting in Greenland rather than 
be with him during the procedure.
Sunken: A group of Baltic Sea divers say they have 
found the wreck of a Soviet submarine that sank 
with a crew of 50 during World War II. One of the 
divers, Mårten Zetterström, said the S-class sub was 
located near the Åland Islands between Sweden and 
Finland. All crew members died, probably after 
hitting a mine.
Tax time: When Sweden takes over the European 
Union presidency in July, it will urge its EU counter-
parts to impose a carbon tax as a way to meet 
targets to reduce emissions across Europe, according 
to Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt. He said 
that a tax on pollution was the best way to cut 
greenhouse gases blamed for climate change and 
suggested member states coordinate the introduc-

tion of such a levy, since the EU has no powers 
regarding taxation.
Smart: The city of Stockholm has received the 
distinction of being voted the most intelligent city 
of the year. The prize was awarded in New York by 
the Intelligent Community Forum (ICF). During the 
award ceremony, Louis Zacharilla, one of the 
founders of ICF, said that Stockholm methodically 
and radically redefined the possibilities of living and 
operating in a modern city, and has shown how 
technology can play a role in strengthening 
economic and social development.
Victory: The Swedish landscape architect and 
garden designer Ulf Nordfjell won the first prize for 
the best garden at the Chelsea Flower Show in 
London, regarded as the foremost garden show in 
the world. Nordfjell has previously had great 
success at the show. He won the gold medal in 2007 
for his exhibition and tribute to Carl von Linne on 
his 300th anniversary.
Scary: As the SAAB Gripen jet roared along at an 
altitude of 100 meters (321 feet), it scared the heck 
out of Asa Karlsson’s hens. This happened as the 
aircraft from airbase F21 in Luleå was practicing 
low-level flight over the woods. Although the area 
was sparsely populated, the plane happened to pass 
over Karlsson’s poultry farm, where around 10,000 
hens occupied a large henhouse. Frightened by the 
noise, the hens rushed toward a wall, and a number 
of them were crushed to death. The Defense 
Department will reimburse Karlsson for her loss: 
around 7,000 kronor ($800).

Opinions expressed are not those of the 
Swedish Cultural Center.

Executive Director’s Notes

Just like last month, it is raining as I write to you, but I can’t 
complain. The weather was terrific the first part of June and so 

was the June pancake breakfast. We broke a thousand. Thanks 
again to all you volunteers. You make it happen. Enjoy your 
summer, and we’ll have fun again with pancakes in September.

As I write this column, they are lining up at Happy Hour to 
get a taste of Ann-Margret’s food. If you haven’t tried Friday lunch 
or dinner, you had better treat yourself. Come early before it sells 
out. Ann-Margret’s food is prepared with Swedish love. 

With Fourth of July fireworks only on Lake Union this year, 
we anticipate an extra 15,000 people in our neighborhood. If 
you’re planning on being here for the party on the Fourth, you 
had better reserve now.

Congratulations to Jon and Carina Halgren, deserving 
recipients of the SCC Swede of the Year Award. You can catch Jon 
here at the Center every Tuesday manning the phones, and Carina 
is often in the kitchen frying pancakes at every first Sunday. 

Congrats also to Paul Norlen, the first person to give a 
program at the new Swedish American Center in Karlstad, which 
was recently given a Royal Inauguration. The program was about 
the great Swedish author Selma Lagerlof (the SCC has a statue of 
her in a display case in the lobby). Read more about Paul in the 
quarterly publication Sweden & America. He serves on our Board 
of Directors when he’s not busy writing or translating a book. 
Well, that’s it for this month; hope to see you in the Center soon.

R.W. Clay • Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center 
rw@swedishculturalcenter.org

Members & 
Friends Dinner

WEDNESDAY, 
July 8, 2009 

Social 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Cost $15
RSVP by noon July 7. Late 
RSVPs and walk-ins: $20.

First course
Räksallad

Bay shrimp salad 

Limpa med smör
Limpa bread and butter

Second course
Torsk lindad i kålblad  

med dillsås
Cabbage wrapped cod with 

dill cream sauce 

Smörad gul yukonpotatis
Buttered Yukon gold 

potatoes 

Blandade grönsaker
Vegetable medley 

Dessert
Lingonbärskaka

Lingonberry cake  
(served warm)
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Every Friday. 
Swedish Kafé!

Your choice of smörgås sandwiches, Swedish 
meatballs, and homemade Swedish pastries. Come 
try out our new noontime caterer: Svedala 
Bakery. Swedish Fika around 3:30 p.m. or so. From 
12 noon on.

Every Friday.
Swedish Conversation Class.

Join us every Friday at 12 noon to learn conversa-
tional Swedish. Taught by Laura Weideburg. Cost: 
donation.

Every Friday. Nordic Happy Hour.
Evening food by Swedish chef Ann-Margret varies 
weekly. Food starts at 6 p.m. Check out the evening’s 
menu at swedishculturalcenter.org. Drinks at great 
prices. Always a fantastic view. 5–10:30 p.m.

Friday, July 3. 
English Country Dances Begin.

Summer is a good time to try something new. 
Why not English country dances, which consist of 
weaving and gliding to beautiful music? July 3, 17, 
31 and August 7, 21. $5 for SCC members, $7 for 
the public. For information, call 206-525-6065. 
8–10:30 p.m. At the Center.

Saturday, July 4. Fourth of July Bash.
Deluxe picnic buffet, music, karaoke and games 
for all, unbelievable view of the fireworks, and 
“wait for traffic” dessert. Reserved parking opens 
at 6:30, food served at 7 and fireworks at dusk. 
$35 adults, $13 children. RSVP required: 206-523-
9570. Sponsored by As You Like It Catering. Info:  
www.cateringasyoulikeit.com. 

Friday, July 24. 
Happy Hour with Swedish Sushi!

Maybe you’ve seen dessert sushi with candied 
Swedish fish? Nope, tonight it’s the real thing, from 
a real sushi chef. We’ve got Swedish sushi on the 
menu and you’re invited. Food served around  
6 p.m. Happy Hour 5–10:30 p.m.

Friday, July 31.
Swedish Day at the AYP/Happy Hour with 
Duo Scandinavica!

A century ago, Swedes streamed into the AYP for 
Swedish Day. Nearly a thousand signed into the 
Swedish Building on that day alone. Tonight, Duo 
Scandinavica will sing songs from that era. Happy 
Hour starts at around 5, dinner anytime after 6 p.m., 
and program around 7 p.m. Drinks are reduced 
price, dinners are around $11, and music is free.

Piano, Voice, and Accordion Lessons.
Andrew Schmidt will offer piano and/or voice 
lessons for members at the Center on Fridays during 
the summer. $20 an hour. Contact him to make 
arrangements: 206-962-1473. Jon Persson is offering 
accordion lessons, probably on Mondays. $25 a half 
hour, $40 an hour. E-mail him to make arrange-
ments: jon@jonpersson.com. Also at the Center.

Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center

Volunteers? 
We always need help with 
our monthly pancake 
breakfast. E-mail rw@ 
swedishculturalcenter.org. 
You can also help type our 
AYP log. Be part of history 
by coming in and typing on 
weekdays, or asking for the 
material to type at home. 
You need Microsoft Office 
Excel. E-mail kristine@ 
swedishculturalcenter.org or 
call 206-283-1090. 

Rentals available at 
Swedish Cultural Center. 
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle. 
Call 206-283-1078 or visit 
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If 
you’ve been a member for 
at least a year, you get a 
discount.

Wednesday, July 8.  
Members & Friends Dinner— 

Looking Back at the  
Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition 

With the idea of a World’s Fair first 
sparked by a local Swede, Otto 

Godfrey Chealander, the AYP opened 
June 1, 1909, on 250 acres at the University 
of Washington. During the fair’s four-
and-a-half-month run, nearly 4 million 
visitors came to see the exhibits. Local 
farmers, loggers, and blue-collar workers 
brought their families to the fairgrounds 
for experiences they could only dream 
about otherwise—art and music from all 
over the world, “exotic” entertainment, 
Ferris wheel rides, fireworks, and more 
than 100,000 electric lights that turned the 
exposition into a nighttime fairyland. 

At the Members & Friends Dinner 
on July 8, Duo Scandinavica (Lori Ann 
Reinhall and Jim Nelson) will provide our 
dinnertime entertainment of AYP-era 
music. After dinner, MOHAI historian 
Lorraine McConaghy will speak to us 
about the fair and its significance to 
Seattle. Dr. McConaghy completed 
her doctorate in U.S. history and has 
researched, published, and taught Pacific 
Northwest history for 15 years. She has 
won numerous prestigious awards for her 
historical writing and teaching, including 
the Governor’s Award for Excellence in 
Teaching History. We expect to have the 
display cases full of items loaned to us 
by Dan Kerlee, who owns an exhaustive 
collection of AYP memorabilia.

Three-course meal for $15. RSVP by 
Tuesday, July 7. Late RSVPs and walk-ins 
$20. RSVP to nicole@swedishculturalcenter.
org or call 206-283-1090. Social hour 5:30, 
dinner 6:30, program 7:30.


