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Hemlandsnytt

News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics,
taken from Swedish news media.

CoMmPILED BY GUNNAR WALLIN

GM help: A top General Motors Corp.
executive stated that the automaker is looking to
the Swedish government to provide some financial
help for its beleaguered Saab brand. GM's European
division has about eight weeks to make a strategic
recommendation for the brand. Last December,
Swedish lawmakers approved a $3.6 billion bailout
for the Swedish auto industry, but did not include
options for GM or Ford Motors’ Volvo.

Gold: Private investors are hoarding gold
bars, pawnbrokers' shops are filling with gold, and
homes are cleaning out jewelry. A new gold rush
has entered Sweden. Troubled economic times and
high trading value have made gold very attractive,
according to Guldcentralen, which is the largest
seller of investment gold in Scandinavia.

Imports: Foreign IT consultants are seeking
employment in Sweden following a new employ-
ment law making it easier for experts from other
countries to obtain labor permits. Among the 762
applications, 212 were submitted from India and 83
from China.

More bikers: Bicycle riding has increased
heavily in the larger metropolises, even in the

winter time. In Stockholm alone, there are now

twice as many bikers riding in the city as there
were 10 years ago.

Hard times: After shedding tens of thousands
of jobs in recent months, Sweden should prepare for
a new wave off layoffs in 2009, according to a
survey of some of the country’s top business
leaders. The survey included 100 companies listed
on the Stockholm stock exchange; 39 percent said
that their staffing would decline in 2009.

Cool: Three men climbed over the fence into
Teracom’s grounds, where they climbed the
327-meter (1,073 fO) TV mast in Backefors in
Dalsland. They all parachuted from the 300-meter
level. One employee tried to stop the daredevils
but did not succeed. The three were believed to be
Norwegians, because they were traveling in a car
with Norwegian registry.

All the best: Swedish golf star Annika
Sorenstam has tied the knot with Mike McGee just
four weeks after she ended her Hall of Fame career.
About 125 guests attended the ceremony and
evening reception at Lake Nina Golf and Country
Club in Orlando on December 1, 2008. McGee,
the son of former U.S. PGA Tour player Jerry
McGee, has served as managing director for
Sorenstam'’s business brand since 20006. Sorenstam
retired in November last year after playing her last
round in Dubai. She has won 8¢ times worldwide.

Opinions expressed are not those of the Swedish
Cultural Center.

Norwegian Singer to Visit in March
n 2007, the Leif Erikson Lodge of the Sons of
Norway hosted us

for a wonderful
Nordic Exchange
and invited a folk
music performing
group, Grannar,
from Malmo. Since
turnabout is fair
play. we're bringing

a performer from Lise Olden

. ARTIST
to entertain them at D

COMPOSER

Trondheim, Norway,

our house on Friday,

Direct from Norway for her performances
at the Swedish Cultural Center

March 20: namely

indie-pop recording LS ONELENTE
X March 20,
star Lise Olden. (For
March 21,

those new to the

pop world, “indie” means that she records on an

independent label.) She and the three other mem-

bers of her group are excited about their first trip to

the States, and we're lining up performances to help

pay for it. So far, these are the opportunities for you

to hear Lise:

* A private party the week of March 16—23 in the
Center’s lounge, to be auctioned during our Feb.
7 auction

e She'll possibly make an appearance at our March
17 St. Patrick’s Day Happy Hour (we're calling it
a Sven Patrick evening)

* On Fri,, March 20, at the Nordic Exchange

* Sat, March 21, at a public concert at the Center

* Lise hopes to perform also in Portland and
possibly Vancouver. She reports that the media
in Norway are intrigued that a Swedish group is
bringing her over. Maybe they'll be convinced
that there is change in America?
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Renewal Time

Back in the day, the Swedish Cultural Center used an end-of-the-
year renewal date for all members. If you joined at any other
time, you paid either the full amount for a partial year or a prorated
amount, as determined by the board at the time. It was always
confusing to potential new members, and some waited until the
next January to join in order to maximize their investment. To
make it simpler, the board changed the renewals to be one year
after joining, whatever month that was. About half of our members
are still on the end-of-the-year cycle, and so our new administra-
tive assistant, Kris Reitan, is now processing a large group of
renewals. We are simultancously moving to a new database system
and an updated look for our membership cards. But the more the
merrier! We hope you send in your renewals just as soon as you
receive your reminder letter, so we can check you off and count
you in. Incidentally, if you're used to letting your renewal slide and
e-v-e-n-t-u-a-I-I-y sending it in, our record-keeping system won't
allow us to let you linger on our rolls. If you're wondering when
your renewal comes up, check your membership card, which shows
the month you joined. Thanks to those who have sent in their
renewals already, and thank you for sending in yours very soon.

Happy Hours Are Here Again

Have you been to Happy Hour lately? If not. you're in for a

surprise. It's loaded with people and fun! Board member and

Vice President for Programs Anna Anderson has announced the

February and March Happy Hour schedule:

* Friday, January 30, will be a Lykke Li listening party.

* Friday, February 13, indie-pop playlist.

* Thursday, February 19, Nordic Heritage Museum's Arctic Circle
invites SCC members to join them for a Bonus Happy Hour and
a Pan-Scandinavian playlist.

* Friday, February 20, will be a book reading and signing by author

Knute Berger.

* Saturday, February 21, will be Finnish music by Pekka Pentikainen
and Perttu Paapanen.

* Friday, February 27, we'll have a listening party of music by Lise
Olden, indie-pop singer from Norway.

* Friday, March 6, will be disc jockeys Shani T (from KEXP) and
Johnny C.

* Tuesday, March 17, St. Patrick’s becomes Sven Patrick’s night at
the Swedish Club. Wear a Scandinavian sweater and get a free
drink.

* Friday, March 20, will be the Nordic Exchange with the Leif
Erikson Lodge of the Sons of Norway, with guest Lise Olden,
who flies in from Trondheim to present our Norwegian program
for our Norwegian guests.

e Friday, March 27, will be Absolut ABBA with Absolut vodka and
ABBA music on tap.
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Board Buries Bulbs, Bets on Bloom Bonanza

HE SWEDISH LOVE and respect of nature is one of our most

ingrained traits. To honor this traditional Swedish love of flowers,
the board took on a huge pruning and bulb planning project this
winter. They planted a thousand spring-blooming bulbs from Skagit
Valley in front of the building, selected to ensure a long blooming
period. The board members who put in long days to prune and plant
were supported with tools and extra bulbs from local business owner
Walt Benecki. His shop,
Walt's Organic Fertilizer, is
at 1528 NW Leary Way, just
north of the Ballard
Bridge. We invite you to
stop by at Walt’s shop and
say thanks—and to stop
by the Center and enjoy
the flowers next spring.

WALT’S ORGANIC FERTILIZER CO.
Walt Benecki

1528 NW Leary Way

Seattle, WA 98107

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 31580
Seattle, WA 98103-1580

Email: walt@waltsorganic.com

Cell: 206-214-6323
Sales: 206-783-6685
Shop: 206-297-9092

Fax: 206-297-9093

swedishculturalcenter.org



Volunteers?

We have a new and exciting
100-year-old project that
requires the help of some
typists. Please help us type
the names of people who
signed the visitor log for the
Swedish Building at the
Alaska Yukon Pacific
Exposition of 1gog. We
have hundreds of hours of
typing ahead of us. You can
come into the Center or
help from your home, if you
and your computer are
Microsoft Office Excel
savvy. E-mail kristine@
swedishculturalcenterorg or
call 206-283-1090 and we'll

fill you in.

Rentals available at
Swedish Cultural Center.
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle.
Call 206-283-1078 or visit

www.swedishculturalcenter.

org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you've been a member for
at least a year, you get a
discount.

Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center

Every Friday.
Swedish Kafé!

The Swedish Cultural Center is stepping back into
the future with our new Friday café. The lunch

menu is soup, your choice of smergas sandwiches,

8
and homemade Swedish pastries. You're invited

every Friday, from 12 noon through Happy Hour.

Every Friday.
Nordic Happy Hour.

Great drinks at great prices, along with a Scandina-
vian entree that varies weekly. Always the best
view In town. 5=10:30 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 1.
Swedish Pancakes.

Our pancake breakfasts are the ones other clubs
imitate. Music by Speldosan, NW Pelimannit, and
Katrilli, plus dancing, makes it the best food and
entertainment in town. 8 am.—1:30 p.m. Members
$0: guests $8, children 5—12, $4. 1920 Dexter Ave. N.

Sunday, Feb. 1.
Swedish Genealogy 101.

Join our group and share your questions or your
experience with genealogy. Led by two experi-
enced genealogists. Free. 1 p.m.

Thursday, Feb 5.
Swedish Knitting Exhibit and Workshop.

Swedish knitter Elsebeth Lavold opens her exhibit
“Knitting Along the Viking Trail” at the Nordic
Heritage Museum (Feb. 6-April 5). She'll teach
workshops Feb. 6-8. Info: www.nordicmuseun.
org or 200-789-5707. 3014 NW 67th, Seattle.

Saturday, Feb. 7.
Auction: "Voyage Aboard the Swedish
American Line.”

Don't miss the Swedish Cultural Center's gala event
of the year! We'll have fun while raising money to
support scholarships and building improvements.
$55 cach. 5 p.m. At the Center.

Wednesday, Feb. 11.
Book Club: Swedish Mentality.

We'll read the English version of this book, hugely
popular in Sweden, which looks behind the myth of
the unemotional, conflict-avoiding, melancholy
Swede. Order a copy through Randy, 206-937-044t
or rnelsongoo(@aol.com. 5:30 p.m. in the library.

Wednesday, Feb. 11.
Members & Friends Dinner.

Author Barbara Sjoholm will talk about her winter
visit to Sweden and her book Palace of the Snow
Queen. RSVP to Swedish Cultural Center by Feb. g.
E-mail rw@swedishculturalcenter.org or call
2006-283-1090. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.

Wednesday, Feb. 18.
Kafferep.

Our monthly coffee party. Everyone is invited,

with or without cookies to sharel 2 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 20.
Knute Berger Book Signing.

“Skip” Berger, local journalist, editor, and pundit,
will read and sign his book, Pugetopolis: A Moss-
back Takes on Growth Addicts, Weather Wimps,
and the Myth of Seattle Nice. OK, so he’s Norwe-
gian; we're inviting him anyway. Free. 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 18, & Friday, Feb. 2o0.
Swedish Film: Arn—Tempelriddaren.

The most expensive Scandinavian film in history
weaves a medieval tapestry of love, loss, faith, and
resilience during the 12th-century Crusades. In
Swedish, English, and Arabic with English subtitles.
Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. and Friday afternoon at
2 p.m. Info: 206-465-9381, rnelsongoo@gmail.com.

Saturday, Feb. 21.
Finnish Accordionists.

Pekka Pentikainen and Perttu Paapanen have
delighted audiences at Folklife. Tonight they'll
delight us! Music for listening and dancing $10
members, $12 guests. 7 p.m. 1920 Dexter Ave. N.

Wednesday, Feb 25.
Finnish Film: Kid (Aavan meren téllad puolen).

Part coming of age, part road trip, this sensitive and
appealing film describes the surprises in store for
Kirsi when she accompanies her mother on a trip to
Finland. In Finnish with English subtitles. 7:30 p.m.
$5 donation. 1920 Dexter Ave. N.

Friday, Feb 27.

Folkdancing.

Come carly for a lesson by Pat McMonagle and

then stay to dance to the live music of Sprida Ut.
Lesson at 7:30 p.m., live music at 8. Dance till 11.
Admission by donation. 1920 Dexter Ave. N.
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