














Jultid at the Center

he Swedish Cultural Center will make your Christmas celebration this year a
lot more fun. We can also make your Christmas shopping a whole lot easier.

Buy a membership in the Swedish Cultural Center for a special Swede in your

life. We'll send that person a certificate announcing your gift—or we'll send it to

you and you can put it under the tree. Students $15; singles $45. houscholds $65.

We'll need the recipient's name and address, as well as e-mail address and phone

number if it's convenient.

* Our chef, Ann-Margret, will make a traditional julbord at Friday Happy Hour
on Dec. 4 and 18. We'll serve it from 6 p.m. until the food is gone. A reserva-
tion is helpful, but not required. $25.

* Lutfisk prepared by experts on Wednesday, Dec. 9. Come to our Members &
Friends dinner and enjoy Lisa Bergman's beautiful music along with lutfisk and
meatballs. This will be the best lutfisk you'll get this season. $30.

* Lucia Bal on Friday, Dec. 11. Some of our younger members will do a Lucia
tog for us, then we'll eat a delicious smérgasbord, dance around the Christ-
mas tree to Richard Svensson’s music, and dance the rest of the evening to
the music of Sylvia. $35 if you RSVP before Dec. 0.

* Lucia Fest on Sunday, Dec 13. Students from the UW will present a Lucia tog
and we'll have lussekatter buns, coffee, and Christmas cookies. $5 donation.

* Our Kafferep on Wednesday, Dec. 16, is sure to be stocked with everyone’s
Christmas cookies. Seven kinds? You bet!

* The Finns will treat us to a holiday film Dec.

23 Joulutarina (Christmas story). 7:30 p.m. $5.

* New Year's Eve at the Center tops it off!

Most of these coming events are produced
by our volunteers. If you can help at any of
them, please contact Cultural Director Kristine

Leander at kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-109o0.

Executive Director’s Notes
Our Swedish Cultural Center is blessed with a

wonderful group of members who are giving to
our Annual Appeal. While 2009 will surely go down in
history as a time of major recession here in our
country and throughout the world, your generosity in
uncertain times is very much appreciated. If you have
not yet made your donation, there’s still time to send
in a check to support the changes that have already
started and the plans that we still have on our
drawing board. I thank each and every one of you.

Another blessing is the high level of enthusiasm
our guests experience when attending events at the
Center. This too is a result of the contributions of
time and talent of our dedicated volunteers. Thank
you all for another good year at the Center.

In closing out the year, we also give thanks for
the dedicated members who passed on this year, but
live on in the memories of other members and the
history of the Center. | wish you the very best of

holidays. Merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

RW. CrLay
Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center

rw@swedishculturalcenter.org
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Hemlandsnytt

News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics,
taken from Swedish news media.

CoMPILED BY GUNNAR WALLIN
Republic: The lawyer and former Christian
Democrat Peter Althin is considered a candidate for
the new chairman of the Republican Club. The goal
for the organization is to abolish the Swedish
constitutional monarchy and replace it with a
republic. Althin said: “I am convinced that we will
have a republic in Sweden. For me it is perfectly
obvious that public office should not be inherited.”
Swedish values: The government is now proceed-
ing with the proposal for separate orientation for
newly arrived immigrants. The orientation will
include both the acquisition of knowledge and
reflection on “what it means to live in the Swedish
society, equality and respect for young people’s
privacy.” This includes learning the Swedish language!
Up and away: Scandinavian airline group SAS has
reported a profit in the third quarter, helped by cost
cuts and lower fuel prices. The report showed a net
profit of 152 million kronor ($21.5 million), up from a
loss of 1.9 billion kronor a year earlier. The result was
also boosted by a gain of 427 million kronor from
the sale of SAS's UK subsidiary, British Midland.
Gas passage: Sweden and Finland have approved
a Baltic Sea pipeline project that would ship Russian
natural gas to Germany, clearing two key obstacles
for construction to begin next year. Sweden said the
€7.4 billion ($11 billion) Nord Stream project met its

demands to protect the marine environment, while
Nordic neighbor Finland approved the construction
with the caveat that builders must supply additional
information about the environmental impact to a
regional authority.

Violence: Five Swedish soldiers in Afghanistan were
injured in an explosion that also claimed the life of a
local language interpreter, according to a statement
from the Swedish Armed Forces on November 12,
2009. While on patrol at 10 a.m. Swedish time, the
soldiers hit a roadside improvised explosive device at
the site where Swedish troops are stationed. Sweden
has recently announced that its troops in Afghanistan
will stay until the end of 2010.

Protest: Norrland now has its own dissatisfaction

party, the Norrlandska National Coalition According

to a press release, the new party seeks “to break the
Swedish state-colonial economic exploitation of the
region of Norrland.” The region is on the way to
depletion, according to the founder of the party,
Arne Forsell. He states that Norrland will be a dead
region within 30 years if nothing is done. These are
fighting words!

Opinions expressed are not those of the
Swedish Cultural Center

Carpentry By Elliott
“Aging In Place” Specialist

free home Evelyn Elliott- (206) 755-2151
evaluation for .

safe home elliottevelyn@yahoo.com

upgrades. 9216 240th ST SW, Edmonds, WA 98020

General Contractors - WA License #CARPEEL950MA
No project too small or too LARGE

Classics with Your Cuisine
Pianist Lisa Bergman, a resident of Ballard, has

performed as a recitalist and chamber musi-
cian throughout North America, Europe, and Asia,
averaging more than 60 engagements per season.
She made her highly successful joint recital debut
in Carnegie Hall in 1983 and has released five CDs.
She is a graduate of Juilliard, the State University of
New York at Stony Brook, and the University of
Washington, cum laude. Ms. Bergman is the artistic
director for the Mostly Nordic Chamber Music
Series, which starts a new season at the Nordic
Heritage Museum in January. She'll give us a
musical introduction to the series at our Members

& Friends Dinner on Dec. g.

Members &
Friends Dinner

WEDNESDAY,
Dec. 9, 2009

Social 5:30 p.m.
Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Cost $30
RSVP by noon Dec. 7. Late
RSVPs and walk-ins: $35.

First course
Silltallrik
Pickled herring platters

Rodbetssallad
Pickled beet salad

Second course
Lutfisk med tre olika saser
Lutfisk with three sauces

Koctbullar
Award-winning meatballs

Potatis, gréna bonor, smor
och brod
Potatoes, green beans,
breads and butter

Dessert
Risgrynspudding med
lingon
Traditional rice pudding
with lingonberries

Please reserve your
dinner by Monday, Dec.
7. by calling the Center
at 200-283-109o or
e-mailing amanda@
swedishculturalcenter.org.
When you reserve your
dinner, please indicate
whether you want lutfisk
only, or lutfisk with
meatballs, or just meat-
balls. Full dinner with
either lutfisk or meatballs
or both: $30. Late reserva-
tions and walk-ins $35.

swedishculturalcenter.org



Volunteers?

Our AYP typing
project is complete, but
we need individuals with
research capabilities to find
more information about
signers of the 19og log.

We need volunteers to
set up and start the DVD
player to show films
every Friday, Again, you
could form a group and
take turns.

We always need help
with pancake break-
fasts. To help on any of
these projects, e-mail info@

swedishculturalcenter.org or

call 206-283-109o0.

Friday genealogy
librarian. Alan McCool is
available Fridays, 1—3 p.m., to
help you find a book or look
up your family on our online
genealogy resources. Make
an appointment at 200-283-

1090, or just drop by.

Rentals available at
Swedish Cultural Center.

1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle.

Call 206-283-1078 or visit

www.swedishculturalcenter.

org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you've been a member for
at least a year, you get a
discount.

Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center

Every Friday. Swedish Kafé & Happy Hour!
Smorgas sandwiches by Svedala Bakery, meatballs,
pastries. Kafé starts at noon. Evening food by
Ann-Margret starts at 6 p.m. and varies weekly. To
make sure you get dinner, check our menu at www.
swedishculturalcenter.org and then e-mail your
selection to amanda@swedishculturalcenter.org

Friday Matinees.

Scandinavian films with English subtitles. $5, 2 p.m.

Arrive carly for a sandwich or stay for fika.

* Dec. 4: Insomnia. Norwegian suspense film.

e Dec. 11: Se Til Venstre, Der Er En Svensker (Old, New,
Borrowed and Blue). Danish romantic comedy.

e Dec. 18: Bokhandlaren som slutade bada (The
Bookseller Who Gave Up Bathing). Swedish classic.

Every Friday Evening. “The Vikings.”
A 30-minute lecture on DVD by Kenneth Harl, Tulane
University. Series runs all winter. 5:30 p.m. Free.

Tuesday, Dec. 1. “Swedish Empowerment.”
By Katarina Bonde, co-sponsored by the Swedish
Institute in Stockholm and the UW Scandinavian
Studies Department. 5:30 p.m.

Fridays, Dec. 4 & 18. Julbord.

Our Happy Hour will include a real julbord with all
the authentic food! E-mail your RSVP to amanda@
swedishculturalcenter.org 6 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 6. Swedish Pancakes.

Our pancake breakfasts are the ones other clubs
imitate. Music and dancing make it the best food
and entertainment in town. Reduced price for

]ﬂC]ﬂbCI'S‘ 8 d.m.~1:30 p.m.

Wed., Dec. 9. Members & Friends Dinner.
Lutfisk on the menu and Lisa Bergman's music on the
schedule. Details on p. 7. RSVP by Dec. 7 to amanda@
swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-109o.

Wednesday, Dec. 9. Book Club.

We're reading Carl Jonas Love Almqvist's classic Det
gar an (Why Not!). SCC member Lori Ann
Reinhall translated and published this remarkably
modern 1829 classic into English. Let Randy
Nelson know if you need a copy in English or
Swedish. 5:30 p.m. Free.

Friday, Dec. 11. Lucia Bal.
Smorgasbord and dancing. 6 p.m. glégg and social
hour; 7 p.m. pageant and 7:45 dinner. RSVP by

sending in your check to the Swedish Cultural
Center. $35 for members. $45 guests.

Sunday, Dec. 13. Lucia Celebration.

With students from the UW'’s Scandinavian Studies
Dept. Lucia tog (pageant) plus traditional music and
dancing. Coffee reception follows. 3 p.m. $5.

Wednesday, Dec. 16. Kafferep.
Join us at our old-fashioned coffee party to enjoy
something homemade from our Swedish bakers! 2 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 16. Swedish Film.
Bokhandlaren som slutade bada (The Bookseller Who
Gave Up Bathing). 1969. Classic tragicomedy. $5
donation. 7:30 p.m. Also a 2 p.m. matinee Dec. 18.

Wednesday, Dec. 23. Finnish Film.
Joulutarina (Christmas Story). This bright, colorful
holiday feature was the most-seen movie in Finland
following its 2007 release. $5. 7:30 p.m. At the SCC.

Thursday, Dec. 31. New Year's Eve.
Meatballs, glogg, pea soup, glogg, dancing, glogg
Then, champagne and pancakes! Catered by As You
Like It. 8 p.m. Details on p. 2.

Wednesday, Jan. 6. Book Club.

We'll read Per Anders Fogelstrom's Mina drommars
stad (City of My Dreams). Available in Swedish and
English. The first novel in an epic series, set in
tgth-century working-class Stockholm.

Friday, Jan. 8. Jamming with Ingrid.

Seattle’s Ingrid Hamberg and Sweden's David Ronnlund
study together in Norway. Tonight, they'll perform at
Happy Hour and invite others to jam. Bring instruments!

Friday, Jan. 15. Great Pea Soup Challenge.
Gunnar Wallin vs. Gunnar Damstrom? Green
soup vs. yellow? Can the meatball champion also
win this challenge? $10 buys two bowls of pea soup
and the chance to vote on the winner, who—drum

roll, please—receives a medal. Don't miss it.

Friday, Feb. 5. “Swedes Got Talent!”

Do you sing, dance, tell stories, or recite poetry? This
old-fashioned talent show offers a prize for best
member talent and raises funds for the club. Contact
kristine@swedishculturalcenterorg to sign upl 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 24. SCC Auction.
“Sweden Goes to Hollywood.” The Golden Globes
have nothing on our glamorous gala. 5 p.m.
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