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Hemlandsnytt
News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics, 
taken from Swedish news media. 

Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

Deal: Sprint Nextel Corporation said it would pay 
Ericsson $4.5–5 billion to manage its network under 
a seven-year deal in which 6,000 Sprint workers 
will move to Ericsson. Sprint claims it will keep full 
control of its network after the deal, which is the 
first of its kind for a major U.S. operator. Sweden’s 
Ericsson said the deal would initially hurt margins 
but provide “satisfactory” profits over seven years.
Beauty contest: Ice roads in Luleå archipelago, 
the new E4 highway between Sweden and Finland, 
and cultural roads in Gotland will compete to be 
selected as the most beautiful road(s) in Sweden. A 
total of 13 projects have been nominated for “The 
Most Beautiful Roads of the Year” prize, to be 
presented by the National Road Administration 
during a ceremony in Stockholm in November. The 
previous prize winners were the South Link in 
Stockholm and the new Svinesunds Bridge between 
Sweden and Norway.
War: The Swedish National Environment Protection 
Board has decided to allow spraying of pesticide 
against overpopulation of mosquitoes, even at 
specially protected areas at the lower Dalälven. 
Earlier the Board had said no to pest control in 
those areas, but the heavy rains lately have in-
creased the mosquito plague to the point that the 
residents now need a break from the nasty critters.

Summit: European Union president Sweden said 
recently it may hold an extra meeting of EU leaders 
before a G20 summit in September if other govern-
ments believe it is necessary and there are enough 
issues to be discussed. In a news conference with 
French President Nicolas Sarkozy, Swedish Prime 
Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt said: “We want to 
coordinate our views for the upcoming G20 
meeting in the autumn.”
“Z”: More and more Swedes are changing their 
names. Connecting two last names or spelling 
Svensson with a Z are becoming very popular. A 
clear trend this year is that newlyweds create their 
own mutual last names like “Palethu, Doublet, 
Grufvik, and Koltsson.” But the most common 
changes deal with the spelling and many like to spell 
Svensson with Z or Karlsson with C, which seem to 
be a way to add some style.
Gizmo: Anyone still crying tears of happiness 
following the news that Crown Princess Victoria 
and Daniel Westling are getting married can now 
wipe away the tears with a dishcloth—decorated 
with a picture of the engaged pair. In the aftermath 
of the betrothal, souvenirs have popped up like 
mushrooms and the royal dishcloth is a big seller. 
The picture on the cloth shows the couple sur-
rounded by flowers and a dove with wedding 
bands. Many say they will not dry dishes with 
Victoria and Daniel but use the dishcloths as 
decorations, and some say they will buy them for 
their mothers-in-law.

Opinions expressed are not those of the 
Swedish Cultural Center.

The Swedish Cultural 
Center Salutes the Nordic 
Heritage Museum with a 

Double Erik!

The Museum is growing its membership 
and raising funds for a new facility on 

Market Street in Ballard. We want to help! 
Everyone who comes to our Happy Hour 
on Aug. 21 and purchases a new Museum 
membership that evening will also get a 
six-month SCC membership (for new SCC 
members only). You’ll belong to two great organizations for the price of one. And what else do you 
get? Why, a Double Erik! Museum CEO Eric Nelson and Development Director Erik Stangvik will be 
your bartenders that evening. Come try the special drink of the evening, a Double Erik! As part of the 
salute to the Museum, Folk Voice Band will perform too.

Members & 
Friends Dinner

WEDNESDAY, 
Aug. 12, 2009 

Social 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Cost $15 

RSVP by noon Aug. 11. Late 
RSVPs & walk-ins: $20.

First course
Sallad med gröna ärtor

Green pea salad

Limpa
Limpa bread

Second course
Kycklingbröst späckade med 
karamellök och Jarlsbergsost
Chicken breast stuffed with 

caramelized onions & 
Jarlsberg cheese

Potatismos med stekt vitlök 
Roasted garlic mashed red 

jacket potatoes 

Blandade grönsaker
Steamed vegetables medley 

Dessert
Kaka med persikor

Peach cake

Program
Beth Ann Young, Icelandair 
sales executive for the 
Pacific Northwest, will tell 
us about Icelandair’s new 
direct services from Seattle 
to Reykjavik and on to 
Scandinavia. As a bonus, 
you can purchase Swedish 
bread from Svedala Bakery 
this evening! Pick up a loaf 
of limpa (sourdough rye) or  
mandelfläta (cardamom 
bread with almond paste). 

Eric Nelson and Erik Stangvik of the Nordic Heritage Museum 
will tend bar at Happy Hour on Aug. 21.
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Every Friday. Swedish Kafé!
Your choice of smörgås sandwiches, Swedish 
meatballs, and homemade Swedish pastries. Come 
try out our new noontime caterer: Svedala 
Bakery. From 12 noon on. Swedish Fika around 
3:30 p.m. or so. 

Every Friday. 
Nordic Happy Hour.

Evening food by Swedish chef Ann-Margret varies 
weekly. Food starts at 6 p.m. Check out the evening’s 
menu at swedishculturalcenter.org. Drinks at great 
prices. Always a fantastic view. 5–10:30 p.m.

Every Friday in August. 
Film Matinees. 

We’ll have a Swedish detective story matinee series 
on Aug. 7, 14, 21, and 28 at 2 p.m .! $5 donation; see 
p. 4 for details.

Wednesday, Aug. 5, & Saturday, Oct. 24. 
Swedes Go to a Sounders Game! 

Come to the club for a bite and a drink before the 
Sounders games on Aug. 5 and Oct. 24. Bar open 
from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m., with smörgås sandwiches 
for sale, and we’ll take public transportation to the 
game! We’ve still got a block of tickets for the Oct. 
24 game. E-mail nicole@swedishculturalcenter.org 
or call the Center at 206-283-1090 to purchase 
them for $35. Game time: 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 12. 
Members & Friends Dinner. 

Learn about Icelandair’s Seattle service (see p. 3). 

Friday, Aug. 14. Staaf Trio at Happy Hour! 
This terrific jazz trio has been such a hit at Happy 
Hour that they’re returning. Happy Hour starts at 
around 5, dinner anytime after 6 p.m., and music 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Drinks are reduced price, dinners 
are around $11, and jazz music is free. 

Wednesday, Aug. 19. 
Kafferep. 

The Center’s Kafferep continues through the summer! 
Come enjoy delicious food baked by our Swedish 
bakers, wonderful conversation, and often music by 
one of our talented musicians: Jerry Diamond on the 
piano or Jon Persson and Richard Svensson on their 
accordions. You are invited for Kafferep at 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Aug. 19.

Friday, Aug. 21. 
Happy Hour Salutes Nordic  
Heritage Museum. 

The welcome mat goes out to Nordic Heritage 
Museum members. We’ll feature a drink called the 
“Double Erik,” and guess who’ll serve it to you? 
The Museum’s CEO, Eric Nelson, and new devel-
opment director, Erik Stangvik, will bartend that 
evening! Happy Hour starts at around 5, dinner 
anytime after 6 p.m. Drinks are reduced price, 
dinners are around $11, and our glam bartenders 
come free! 

Friday, Aug. 28. 
Boomerang Summer at Happy Hour! 

Get ready! This new Seattle-based group combines 
superb musicianship, playing rock, soul, Latin, 
gospel, and jazz. Happy 
Hour starts at 
around 5, 
dinner with 
crayfish on the 
menu starts 
anytime after  
6 p.m., and 
program usually 
around 7 p.m. Drinks 
are reduced price, dinners 
are around $11, and the 
rocking hot music is free. 

Sunday, Sept. 13. 
Pancakes Resume. 

Our world-famous pancake breakfasts resume 
Sunday, Sept. 13. 8 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. Discount 
price for members. September is the only month 
when we move the pancake breakfast to the 
second Sunday, due to the first Sunday being part 
of Labor Day weekend. Music by Richard Svensson 
& Bjarne Jacobsen, Folk Voice Band, and NW 
Pelimannit.

Wednesday, Sept. 16, and Friday, Sept. 18. 
Swedish Film Nights Resume. 

On these dates, we’ll see Snapphanar, a Scanian 
Braveheart—historic drama about guerrilla warfare 
in 17th-century Skåne. This was a 2006 miniseries 
on Swedish TV. $5 donation. Wednesday films at 
7:30 p.m. and Friday films at 2 p.m. Info:  
rnelson900@aol.com or 206-937-0441.

Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center

Volunteers? 
Join the Loom Commit-
tee to help set up our new 
19th-century loom and get 
a weaving project started.

Our AYP typing 
project is complete, but 
we need individuals with 
research capabilities to find 
more information about 
some of the signers of the 
1909 log. 

We would love to have 
a librarian for several 
hours every Friday after-
noon to help guide library 
users. Several individuals 
could each take a different 
Friday of the month.

We need volunteers to 
set up and start the DVD 
player to show films 
every Friday, Again, you 
could form a group and 
take turns.

We always need help 
with pancake break-
fasts. To help on any of 
these projects, e-mail info@ 
swedishculturalcenter.org or 
call 206-283-1090. 

Rentals available at 
Swedish Cultural Center. 
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle. 
Call 206-283-1078 or visit 
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If 
you’ve been a member for 
at least a year, you get a 
discount.


