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the Princess marrying Daniel. Not only that, but the upcoming 
wedding has made 15 percent of the people more positive toward 
the monarchy.

Swedes like Crown 
Princess Victoria; she 
seems intelligent and 
down to earth. But 
before even taking the 
throne she’s made some 
unconventional headlines. 
Her brother, Carl Philip, 
was crown prince for only a short while. Sweden’s constitution, 
where succession is defined, was forever changed to include female 
succession, since Victoria was firstborn.

And now she is to marry a common man. The actual wedding 
has caused some anger, though. Swedes don’t fancy the idea of 
getting stuck with the royal wedding bill. Lots of people interviewed 
in the streets say, “I had to pay for my own wedding!”

There has also been some concern about the noble name of 
Bernadotte now being forever lost. Never mind that the name 
entered the court through a French soldier who was appointed king. 
But no worries, Daniel has promised to take on her last name.

The wedding will be held in a church in Stockholm’s Old Town 
on June 19, 2010. Time to book your plane tickets!

Johanna Henriksson served as SCC’s intern for winter quarter 
of 2008. In early 2009 she was again in Seattle and helped out 
in the office. She has returned to Sundsvall, Sweden, and we 
hope this will be the first of many reports from Johanna about 
current events and life in Sweden.

Members & Friends: Second Time’s  
the Charm

The entertainment for the April Members & Friends meeting is a 
rescheduled program from earlier in the year. Everyone who 

was disappointed that author Barbara Sjoholm was ill for the 
February meeting will be pleased to know that she will be at the 
Center on Apr. 8. 

We’ve invited Barbara to show slides of her exploration of 
Northern Sweden, which resulted in her book The Palace of the 
Snow Queen: Winter Travels in Lapland. 
The book details her travel to Kiruna to 
see the Ice Hotel under construction, the 
darkness as well as radiant light over the 
mountains and snow fields of the North 
Cape, a Sami film festival, and visits to 
Santa’s Post Office in Finland. She writes 
of the changes occurring in northern 
Scandinavia and the tensions between 
tourism, the expansion of mining and 
development of the Ice Hotel, and 
age-old patterns of land use, including 
the Sami’s struggle to maintain their 
reindeer grazing lands and migration 
routes. Please RSVP for the dinner and program by 12 noon on 
Tuesday, Apr. 7. The cost is $15 for those who RSVP before Apr. 7 
and $20 for RSVPs after that date. Social hour 5:30 p.m., dinner 6:30. 
The program will start after dinner.

Our Members & Friends meeting on May 13 will be our annual 
meeting to elect Board members for the coming year.  The Board is 
preparing some bylaw changes related to the number of Board 
members for everyone to consider. Plan now to be there and help us 
have a quorum on Wednesday, May 13.

Princess	 Continued from p. 5

Roll a giant meatball down Market Street? Flip 

pancakes in a parade? How about being part of 

the Swedish Club’s participation in the May 17 parade in 

Ballard? E-mail or call Kristine at 206-283-1090 or kristine@

swedishculturalcenter.org, and she’ll put you in contact 

with Bob Blair, who is once again heading up the Center’s 

entry into the annual Ballard bash.

Swedes in the Northwest
The Nordic Heritage Museum welcomes Lars Nordström, author of 
the recently published Swedish Oregon, and Paul Norlen, author of 
Swedish Seattle, on Thursday, May 7, at 7 p.m. Join us for a 
discussion and celebration of Swedish life in the Pacific Northwest! 
Both authors will be present to sign books. This is a free event.
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Hemlandsnytt
News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics, 
taken from Swedish news media. 

Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

Nice: Stockholm is not only the “Capital of 
Scandinavia.” The European Commission has 
awarded the city a prize for keeping such a high 
environmental standard. The award also includes the 
name of “Stockholm, the 2010 European Environ-
mental Capital.”

Choice: Three of four Swedes would like to 
see Crown Princess Victoria as Queen Victoria I, 
according to a poll following the news release of 
the engagement between the Princess and Daniel 
Westling. The poll showed that 74 percent want to 
keep the monarchy while 19 percent want it 
abolished and 7 percent were undecided.

Growing: In February, the ozone layer over 
Sweden was at its thickest in decades, according to 
the Swedish Meteorological Institute. The Institute, 
which a year ago recorded the second-thinnest 
levels of ozone ever, said it was too early to tell 
whether the ozone layer was improving in general. 

Mean: For the past 12 years, visitors to 
Sweden’s Furuvik Zoo have boldly approached the 
chimpanzee enclosure, only to beat a hurried retreat 
after being rudely pelted with stones by one of the 
apes. Now scientists have claimed that the culprit, 
Santino, who collects arsenals of weapons ready to 
throw at visitors, is living proof that animals are 

able to plan for the future, a skill previously thought 
to be restricted to humans. Santino gathers ammu-
nition in the early morning before the zoo opens, 
and has it ready to rain down on the first visitors.

Bad times: Swedish finance minister Anders 
Borg believes that the economic crisis ravaging 
Sweden will last beyond this year and into the next, 
with aftershocks during 2011 and 2012. Sweden’s 
economy contracted 4.9 percent in the fourth 
quarter from a year earlier, the first annual decline 
since the data series began in 1993. Borg also added 
that Sweden should not rely too much on govern-
ment spending to get out of trouble.

Yum-yum: The tastiest chicken stew in 
Sweden is cooked by students at Rosentorp’s school, 
south of Malmö. They were declared winners in the 
“kids’ own school of food”—the largest cooking 
competition for kids in Sweden. Four thousand 
intermediate-level students from 160 schools have 
participated since the start last fall, and they used 
chicken dishes based on their own recipes. 

Rage: Outside Hörby in Skåne, the slaughter 
truck had just arrived at the slaughterhouse when a 
bull happened to free himself. In his newfound 
freedom he went into a frenzied attack and started 
butting the truck he had just escaped from. 
Witnesses claimed that he was raging mad and 
attacked everything he saw. The melee lasted one 
hour before a hunter arrived and shot the poor bull. 
He was then taken to the slaughterhouse.

Opinions expressed are not those of the 
Swedish Cultural Center.

Executive Director’s Notes

Is spring here at last? Let’s hope so. In spite of the hardships of winter, the Center was buzzing for the 
first quarter of 2009. We have had great turnouts for our pancake breakfasts as well as most other 

events. In March, we served almost 1,000, and the Members & Friends dinner meeting attendance is up 
almost 50 percent. The Happy Hours are pleasantly crowded and help to bring in new members (many 
expressing interest in volunteer opportunities right off the bat!). 

We are delighted with the growing interest in our activities. The annual Nordic Exchange was the 
largest we have hosted in many years. Many thanks to all the members who made it a success, and to 
Lise Olden and her band members, who were a pleasure to host. We are blessed with a loyal group of 
volunteers who pull together to make things work, and we will honor them with a Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Dinner on Friday, April 17. If you have volunteered for anything over the last year, you’re warmly 
invited to attend. 

Our new administrative assistant, Kris Reitan, is doing a good job, but we can still use recep-
tion/phone-answering people. Perhaps you can spare one day a month for only five hours? 

Well, that’s it for this month; hope to see you in the Center soon.
R.W. Clay 
Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center • rw@swedishculturalcenter.org

Members & 
Friends Dinner

WEDNESDAY, 
April 8, 2009 

Social 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Cost $15
RSVP by noon, Apr. 7. 

Late RSVPs and  
walk-ins: $20.

First course
Bönsallad

Three-bean salad

Second course
Bräserat lammlår

Braised lamb shank

Kokt rödpotatis
Boiled baby red potatoes

Såterade grönsaker
Sautéed vegetable medley

Dessert
Gräddpaj med kokosnöt

Coconut cream pie

Calling All Volunteers
We will honor our volun-

teers with a delicious dinner 
by Chef R.W. Clay on 

Friday, April 17. Anyone 
who has volunteered for 

any task—working in any 
capacity on the pancake 
breakfasts, helping to put 

on programs, answering the 
telephone, typing the AYPE 

log book, cleaning the 
Center, doing genealogy, 
cooking meals, and so 

on—is invited for dinner. 
Please let us know by April 
15 that you’ll be coming. It’s 

our turn to honor your 
work and dedication.
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Every Friday. Swedish Kafé!
The Swedish Cultural Center is stepping back into 
the future with our Friday café. The lunch menu is 
soup, your choice of smörgås sandwiches, and 
homemade Swedish pastries. You’re invited every 
Friday from 12 noon on.

Every Friday. Nordic Happy Hour. 
Great drinks at great prices, along with a Scandina-
vian entree that varies weekly (for the menu, visit 
www.swedishculturalcenter.org). Always the best 
view in town. 5–10:30 p.m.

Thursday, Apr. 2. 
Lecture: “From Swed-
ish Finland to Russian 
Grand Duchy.” 
Historian Lee Sather of 
Weber State University 
discusses Finland’s dynamic 
history. Co-sponsored by 
Nordic Study Circle and 
Swedish Finn Historical 
Society. Free. 7 p.m. at the 
Center. 

Friday, Apr. 3. First 
Friday Sing-Along. 
The songs will be in both Swedish and English. We’ll 
have an accompanist and we’ll just give it a try! 
Come for lunch and stay to give your vocal chords 
a workout. Free. P.S. We’re all amateurs, so everyone 
is welcome to join the fun. 2–3 p.m.

Sunday, Apr. 5. Swedish Pancakes. 
Our pancake breakfasts are the ones other clubs 
imitate. Music and dancing by The Norsemen, 
Nordic Reflections, and Northwest Pelimannit make 
it the best food and entertainment in town. 8 a.m.– 
1:30 p.m. Members $6; guests $8, children 5–12, $4. 
1920 Dexter Ave. N.

Sunday, Apr. 5.  
Swedish Genealogy 101. 
Join our group and share your questions or your 
experience with genealogy. Led by two experienced 
genealogists. Free. 1 p.m.

Tuesday, Apr. 7. Vännerna. 
Do you like to sew or enjoy the company of those 
who do? Join us for our monthly Tuesday morning 
sewing and crafts session. 10 a.m. 

Tuesday, Apr. 7 & Wednesday, Apr. 8. 
Margareta Winberg Events at UW. 

Visit depts.washington.edu/scand for information on 
this lecture and dinner, where you can hear about 
gender politics in Sweden, and meet the architect of 
the controversial Swedish law that criminalized 
buying but not selling sex. 

Friday, Apr. 10. 
Norwegian Contra Dances. 

If you’ve danced the schottische and waltz, you 
already know the steps. If 
not, fake it! Also learn 
old-time dances such as 
hambo and snoa, along with 
mixer dances. Larry Reinert 
teaches. $7 for SCC mem-
bers, $9 for the public. Info: 
pat@folkdancing.com. At the 
Center. Music starts at 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, Apr. 15. 
Kafferep. 

Our monthly coffee party is 
always special, thanks to our 
best Swedish bakers! All are 
invited. Free. 2 p.m.

Wednesday, Apr. 15, & Friday, Apr. 17. 
Swedish Film. 

To Make a Poodle (Att göra en pudel). Romantic 
comedy, 2006. Rita is a hairdresser for dogs. She 
meets Knut, a journalist working on an article about 
naïve working women. English subtitles. $5 donation. 
Info: rnelson900@gmail.com or 206-465-9381. 
Wednesday at 7 p.m., Friday at 2 p.m.

Wednesday, Apr. 23.
Finnish Film. 

Colorado Avenue (2007). This immigrant family 
saga takes Hanna from Ostrobothnia to Colorado 
as a poor 18-year-old girl in the 1890s and then 
back to her native Finland 10 years later. In Swedish 
with English subtitles. 7:30 p.m. $5 donation.

Friday, Apr. 24. 
Scandinavian Folkdancing. 

Music by the well-loved Folk Voice Band. Waltzes, 
hambos and more. SCC members $7, public $9. 
Info: pat@folkdancing.com. Music starts at 8 p.m.

Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center

Volunteers? 
We always need help with 
our monthly pancake 
breakfast, from frying to 
serving coffee. Shifts are 
short; you can enjoy food 
and friends. E-mail rw@ 
swedishculturalcenter.org. 
We also need help typing 
our AYP log. Be part of 
history by coming in and 
typing on weekdays, or 
asking for the material to 
type at home. You need to 
know Microsoft Office 
Excel. E-mail kristine@ 
swedishculturalcenter.org or 
call 206-283-1090.  

Rentals available at 
Swedish Cultural Center. 
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle. 
Call 206-283-1078 or visit 
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If 
you’ve been a member for 
at least a year, you get a 
discount.

Check our Web site or call for date:  
Svensk Matlagningskurs. 
Evening cooking demonstration by chef Erik 
Johansson from Bodafors. We’ll learn how to make a 
perfect smörgås sandwich, plus some other typical 
Swedish food. Free to SCC members; $5 for the 
general public. At press time, we didn’t have a 
confirmed date. We’ll annnounce it on our Web site.


