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Docksamling
The doll collection in the lobby of the Swedish 
Cultural Center has delighted visitors of all ages for 
over 30 years. It began when a Swedish gentleman 
who lived in Seattle and recently passed away, Uno 
¯hman, was given a handcrafted doll from relatives 
in Sweden. His wife, Inga Märtha ¯hman, came up 
with the idea of collecting dolls from every 
province in Sweden. Each province has its own 
traditional folkdräkt (costume), handsewn and 
worn on holidays and other festive occasions, and 
the dolls� costumes match the of�cial folkdräkt. 
Inga Märtha and other members of the Svenska 
Kulturfłrbundet worked very hard to get the 
collection ready for the American Bicentennial 
celebration in 1976.

Various individuals in Seattle and Sweden gave 
the 59 dolls to the collection. Rolf Björling, son of 

Jussy Björling, the famous Swedish tenor, donated 
the Dalarna dolls. Rolf was in Seattle to sing at 
bene�t concerts for various charities, such as a 
children�s home and the Swedish Club, and stayed 
with Inga Märtha and Uno ¯hman. In appreciation 
for their hospitality he donated the pair of Dalarna 
dolls to the club. The Karoliner man is in a soldier�s 
out�t, worn by the soldiers who fought for Charles 
the Twelfth from 1697 to 1718. In that war, soldiers 

marched from Norway to Stockholm by way of 
Dalsland, and this doll was appropriately created 
by Lisa Johansson from the province of Dalsland.

The special glass case was built to house the 
dolls, and since the Svenska Kulturfłrbundet didn�t 
have its own club house, the collection was 
loaned to the Swedish Club. Various SKF members 
had the task of cleaning the dolls, which was 
lovingly done with an airbrush and termed 
�doll-dusting.� Ten years ago, the collection was 
valued at nearly $4,000, and the current value is 
considerably higher. When the Svenska Kulturfłr-
bundet disbanded this summer, they gave the 
collection to the Swedish Cultural Center. While 
everyone is sorry that the society is no longer a 
formal organization, we are delighted that the 
dolls� permanent home will be here, where they 
have already been loved and cherished for so 
many years. 

Clockwise from upper left: The two dolls in 
front are from Småland, the province from 
which many immigrants came to America; the 
two dolls behind are from Dalarna, known 
as “the heart of Sweden” or the area many 
tourists visit as archetypical Sweden.  Sami 
dolls from Lapland.  Dalarna dolls given by 
Rolf Björling. Karoliner soldier doll. Closeup 
of Sami doll.
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President�s Notes
The holiday season is 
a special time in 
Sweden, and when 
we start hearing 
about Lucia, 
lussekatter and 
lut�sk, Swedes know 
that Christmas is not 
far off. At the 
Swedish Cultural 
Center, you can 
experience all these traditions in true Swedish style, 
along with a fantastic Nordic New Year�s Eve party. I 
hope you will join us as the Center becomes a holiday 
gathering place for Seattle�s Scandinavian community. 
You can �nd details about all these activities in the 
Cultural Director�s article in this newsletter.

We are especially pleased this year to be hosting 
Luciabal, a long-standing Seattle tradition which has 
always been hosted by Svenska Kulturförbundet (the Swedish 
Cultural Society). When Kulturförbundet made the decision, 
sadly, to dissolve as a formal organization, we were grateful and 
honored that they voted to donate half of their remaining 
treasury to the Swedish Cultural Center and the other half to 
the Nordic Heritage Museum. And we are happy that former 
members of Kulturförbundet are joining us to help coordinate 
Luciabal this year.

We want to sustain the legacy of Kulturförbundet and carry 
on traditions such as Luciabal so that the culture and the society 
of this organization live on in our Swedish community. To all the 
people from Kulturförbundet: we thank you for your con�dence 
and for your involvement over the years; and we welcome you 
to carry forth these elements in years to come with the 
organizational support of the Swedish Cultural Center.

Speaking of year-end traditions, I must remind you to 
read the Center�s annual appeal letter. The letter summarizes 
the progress we are making toward revitalizing our facility and 
our programs, and asks you to cast your vote of approval in 
the form of a contribution toward one of the many improve-
ments we are working on, such as a refurbished library or 
expanded educational opportunities.

To all our members and friends, God Jul and Gott Nytt ¯r!
KARL LARSSON 
President, Swedish Cultural Center  
klarsson@earthlink.net
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Top: Upon formally disband-
ing, members of Svenska 
Kulturförbundet present the 
Swedish Cultural Center with 
a check in the amount of half 
their treasury. Left to right: 
SCC Board Members Syrene 
Forsman and Lori Ann 
Reinhall, SCC President Karl 
Larsson, Kulturförbundet 
board members Jan Peterson 
and Mark Hammerlund, and 
SCC Board Members Susan 
Ramstead, Pam Madden and 
Anna Anderson. The SCC will 
permanently house the 
Society’s doll collection and 
continue its tradition of 
hosting a Luciabal. SCC deeply 
appreciates the Society’s 
support and conýdence.  
Above: President Larsson and 
SCC member Doug Warne 
prepare for the Saturday 
morning radio show, the 
Scandinavian Hour. The show 
combines music from 
Scandinavia with announce-
ments of local events 
sponsored by Scandinavian 
groups, as well as advertise-
ments for local Scandinavian 
businesses. It’s heard on 
KKNW AM 1150 on Saturday 
mornings at 9 a.m. Karl’s 
guest appearance will be 
broadcast on Saturday,  
Dec. 27. Tune in to hear your 
president introducing songs 
and promoting events at the 
Center. 




